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Hauxton - more questions answered

MORE ‘frequently asked questions’ (FAQs) and their answers about the 
remediation of a former chemical site in Hauxton have been published.

They have been placed on a dedicated joint website set up by South Cambridgeshire 
District Council (SCDC), the Environment Agency (EA), the Health Protection Agency 
(HPA) and NHS Cambridgeshire and contributed to by Harrow Estates and Vertase 
FLI.

The remediation of the land where Bayer CropScience once stood began in March 
2010 and is due to complete in around the autumn next year.

The land is contaminated and doing nothing was never an option. It had to be 
cleaned up.

Local residents and other interested parties have been posing questions to the 
regulators involved (the district council and Environment Agency), the advisors (HPA 
and NHS Cambridgeshire) as well as the contractors (Vertase FLI) and developers 
(Harrow Estates).

Responses have been given directly and for those questions repeatedly asked, they 
have been added to the FAQs page of the website.

SCDC Executive Director Steve Hampson said: “The website is a one stop shop for 
all information about the clean up and redevelopment of the site.

“By collating all the questions that local people have been asking over the past few 
months, and putting the answers online, we hope that more people can find what 
they need to know quickly.

“In answering the questions, all the agencies’ experts have been consulted to ensure 
the information given is accurate and up-to-date.”

Many of the questions relate to chemicals and the odour generated by the works.

Any complaints residents have about the site are referred to the Environment 
Agency, which granted a permit for the clean up operation.



SCDC environmental health officers have also been carrying out extensive 
assessments of the smell to determine if it amounts to a statutory nuisance as part of 
the council’s regulatory responsibilities. SCDC have examined the evidence received 
to date and concluded that a statutory nuisance is not being caused at this time.

Visits have been made to Hauxton and Harston throughout the night and at 
weekends. Where an odour complaint is received during normal working hours and 
an environmental health officer is available, they will if available, attempt to visit. 

SCDC Environmental Health Officer Russell Watkins said: “We have been regularly 
visiting the area during the normal working week, as well as anti-social hours and 
weekends. Consideration has been given to wind direction, due to the majority of 
complaints being received when N/NW winds are experienced.

“We have a responsibility to investigate complaints received relating to odour and 
determine over time whether these constitute a statutory nuisance, taking into 
account key considerations i.e. frequency and duration. By logging all complaints and 
investigating, it provides us with a sound picture of what residents are experiencing.” 

The updated set of FAQs can be found at www.scambs.gov.uk with the dedicated 
‘Bayer site’ link on the homepage.

Notes to editors:

Media queries should be directed to Emma Lowther at South Cambridgeshire District 
Council on (01954) 713289. SCDC are the first point of contact for any Bayer Site 
remediation works queries.

http://www.scambs.gov.uk
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