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Ed
 
Sorry for the delay - and for the confusion. 
 
It is likely that all of our responses relating to the E  will be directly concerned with th  Transport Assessment which is 
being worked on in parallel

scoping of the IA e scoping 
. As such I would prefer not to submit any comments at this stage while we are in discussions with Northstowe's 

transport consultants.
 
I hope this is helpful
 
David
 
 

Highways Agency | Woodlands | Manton Lane | Bedford | MK41 7LW
: +44 (0) 1234 796221 | : + 44 (0) 7771 677 517

Web: 
GTN: 3013 6221 

Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers
Highways Agency, an Executive Agency of the Department for Transport. 

David Abbott, Asset Manager: Area 8

Tel Mobile
http://www.highways.gov.uk

 

 Durrant Edward [mailto:Edward.Durrant@scambs.gov.uk] 
 31 August 2011 11:16

 Abbott, David
 FW: RE: Scoping study for the Phase 1 application at Northstowe

High

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Importance:

Dear David
 
Further to our telephone conversation please see the attached scoping report document. We really need a response back by 7th September. I am on leave from 5th so if you 
respond after then please could you send your response to Jane Green at jane.green@scambs.gov.uk
 
Regards
 
Ed

 

"Durrant Edward" 

25/07/2011 16:22

To "Andy Batey (Rampton Drift)" , "Anglian Water" , "Arts Council East" , "Bar Hill" , "BPHA" , "British Horse Society" , "BT" , 
"Buglife" , "CABE" , "Cambridge Cycling Campaign" , "Cambridge Past Present and Future" , "Cambridge Primary Care Trust" 
, "Cambridge Water" , "Cambridgeshire Constabulary" , "Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council for Churches" , "Cambridgeshire 
Fire and Rescue" , "Cllr Burling" , "Cllr Bygott" , "Cllr Chatfield" , "Cllr Corney" , "Cllr D Jenkins" , "Cllr DeLacey" , "Cllr Edwards" 
, "Cllr Ellington" , "Cllr Gymer" , "Cllr Hall" , "Cllr Harford" , "Cllr Johnstone" , "Cllr Manning" , "Cllr Mason" , "Cllr Read" , "Cllr 
Reynolds" , "Cllr Reynolds" , "Cllr Riley" , "Cllr Smith" , "Cllr Smith" , "Cllr Stonham" , "Cllr Waters" , "Cllr Wotherspoon" , 
"Cottenham PC" , "CPRE" , "Dry Drayton PC" , "East England Ambulance" , "EDF" , "English Heritage" , "Environment Agency" 
, "Girton PC" , "Highways Agency" , "Histon and Impington PC" , "Ian Burns" , "LDHS" , "Lolworth PC" , "Longstanton PC" , 
"National Planning Casework Unit" , "Natural England" , "Network Rail" , "NFU" , "Oakington PC" , "Old Western Drainage 
Board" , "Ramblers Association" , "Rampton PC" , "RSPB" , "Shape East" , "Sheryl French" , "Sport England" , "Stagecoach" , 
"Sustrans" , "Swavesey" , "Swavesey Internal Drainage Board" , "Wildlife Trust" , "Willingham PC" 

cc "Green Jane" 
Subject RE: Scoping study for the Phase 1 application at Northstowe

Dear All
 
Please see the attached letter and associated documents that detail the request for a scoping opinion that has been received from the Joint Promoters for Northstowe.
 
If you have any questions please contact me by responding to this e-mail or on 01954 713266. 
 
Regards
 
Ed
 
Edward Durrant - Senior Planning Officer
South Cambridgeshire District Council
 
 

**************************************************************************************

Privileged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message.
If you should not have received it, tell me and delete it without forwarding,
copying or disclosing it to anyone. The Council does not represent or warrant
that it or any attached files are free from computer viruses or other defects.
It and any attached files are provided, and may be used, only on the basis
that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence
resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. Any views or opinions
presented are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
South Cambridgeshire District Council unless stated otherwise.

All e-mail sent to or from this address will be processed by
South Cambridgeshire District Corporate E-mail system/ Email Archiving system
and may be subject to scrutiny by someone other than the addressee.
This email will also be kept for a set period of time before it is destroyed.

The South Cambridgeshire website can be found at http://www.scambs.gov.uk
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and 
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are those of its author only and do not necessarily represent those 
of Stagecoach UK Bus Division or any member of the Stagecoach Group. 
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Edward Durrant 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Development Control, 

Cambourne Business Park, 

Cambourne, 

Cambridge 

CB23 6EA 

24 August 2011 

 

Dear Mr Durrant, 

 

Proposal: Scoping opinion for proposed phase 1 of the Northstowe development including infrastructure 

Location: Land adjacent Hattons Road and land to the west of Longstanton in the parishes of Longstanton 

and Oakington. 

 

Thank you for consulting the RSPB on this matter. 

 

We have reviewed the Northstowe Phase I Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report 

(reference 155316) produced by Gallagher, dated July 2011, and have the following comments. 

 

Natural Heritage 
We agree that a chapter on Natural Heritage should be scoped into the ES. 

 

• The RSPB would want recreational impacts from the proposed development on designated sites 

(e.g SSSI’s SPA’s and SAC’s) and nature reserves to be assessed within this chapter. 

 

We do not accept the 2km boundary proposed for assessing impacts on internationally or nationally 

designated sites because no evidence has been provided to justify this arbitrary distance. While 2km might 

arguably cover direct impacts the EIA should also assess indirect impacts. 

 

Phase I of Northstowe includes 1,500 dwellings. Each dwelling could contain between 1 and 5 people and so 

the number of additional people introduced into the area could range from 1,500-7,500. If we take a mid 

range figure of 4,500 this could have a significant environmental impact through people travelling to 

designated sites outside the 2km boundary for recreational purposes, such as dog walking. 

 

This could lead to a range of detrimental impacts on designated sites, such as the Ouse Washes (SSSI, SPA, 

SAC) and the Brecklands (SSSI, SPA, SAC). This would be associated with damage to habitat through 

overuse, erosion of paths, disturbance to key species and  increased incidents of vandalism or inappropriate 

use (e.g off-road motorcycling, flytipping) 

 

We would expect to see as part of the mitigation section in this chapter sufficient green space integrated into 

Phase I of  Northstowe to minimise the impact on designated sites and local wildlife sites. We would 

recommend this is undertaken in line with best practice guidance set out in Planning Policy Statement: eco-

towns – A supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1. In paragraph ET14.1on Green Infrastructure it states: 

 

 

Wat Tyler Country Park 

Pitsea Hall Lane 

Basildon 

Essex 

SS16 4UH 
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‘Forty percent of the eco-towns total area should be allocated to green space, of which at least half should 

be public and consist of a network of well managed, high quality green/ open spaces which are linked to the 

wider countryside’.1 

 

It is important that any proposed green infrastructure is incorporated into an overall masterplan/landscape 

strategy for the site and this is presented in the EIA. 

 

• The RSPB would want the ES to assess the impact of the proposed development on farmland 

birds. 

 

We note that on the primary development site there is approximately 19ha of agricultural land in the north 

and south east of the site and the potential areas of excavation for fill and infrastructure works are currently 

in agricultural use. 

 

The proposed development could have a significant impact on farmland birds through loss of this 

agricultural habitat, habitat fragmentation and loss of food. Many farmland bird species have undergone 

well documented population declines and range contractions in the UK since the mid-1970s. Reduced 

availability and abundance of winter seed food, summer food and nesting habitat have been identified as a 

key limiting factors2.  

 

It is important that there is no net loss of biodiversity. We would expect any loss of farmland habitat to be 

compensated for in situ, but if this is not possible then offsite compensatory habitat should be provided. 

Various beneficial measures for farmland birds could be incorporated, such as wild bird covers and skylark 

plots. For more information on this see our Farmland Bird Package at: 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/farming/advice/conservation/package/index.aspx 

  

• We would want the impacts of the proposed development on protected species to be assessed for 

both the construction and operational phases. 

 

We note that surveys undertaken for the site have found evidence of watervoles (Arvicola terrestris), badgers 

(Meles meles), common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), grass snake (Natrix natrix) and common lizard 

(Lacerta vivipara). Where possible any impacts on these species from the construction and operational phase 

of Northstowe should be avoided, but if this is not possible suitable mitigation and enhancement measures 

should be provided in the EIA. 

 

Water, Flooding and Drainage 
We agree that a chapter on water, flooding and drainage should be scoped into the ES. 

 

• The impact from Northstowe on water quality should be assessed, particularly in regard to 

designated sites. 

 

The Ouse Washes is a wetland of major international importance comprising seasonally flooded washlands, 

which are agriculturally managed in a traditional manner. It provides breeding and winter habitats for 

important assemblages of wetland bird species, particularly wildfowl and waders. 

 

The JNCC Site ID for Ouse Washes states:  

 

                                                 
1
 Planning Policy Statement: eco-towns A supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1. Available at: 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/pps-ecotowns.pdf 

 
2
 Cunningham H.M et al (2004) Non-inversion tillage and farmland birds: a review with special reference to the UK and 

Europe. 
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‘Water quality is a major issue of concern. Increases in two plant nutrients – nitrogen and particularly 

phosphorous (thought to be derived from sewage treatment works) – are leading to changes in the 

macrophyte communities, shown by a decline in species diversity and the loss of species together with an 

increase in species tolerant of eutrophic conditions’3 

 

The Ouse Washes has been identified as a site where water level management is key to keeping the site in a 

favourable condition. 

 

We understand that the foul flows from the proposed development at  Northstowe are likely to be pumped 

to Anglian Waters Utton’s Drove Sewage Treatment Works where after treatment they will be discharged 

into Swavesey Drain. This then flows north to the Great Ouse. Uttons Drove is currently close to capacity 

and would not have the capacity to take the additional sewage from Northstowe. Therefore there is a risk of 

a pollution incident which could affect the Ouse Washes unless additional infrastructure is put in place in 

line with the development. In addition the increased foul flows to Swavesey Drain could increase the 

loadings of phosphorous and nitrogen which could detrimentally impact water quality in the Ouse Washes. 

 

• We would want the impact of increased surface water run-off to be assessed. 

 

We understand that surface water run-off from the proposed development is likely to be discharged to the 

Longstanton Brook which runs through the west of the southern potential area of excavation and 

infrastructure work. Longstanton Brook eventually becomes Swavesey Drain which flows through Middle 

Fen (County Wildlife Site) which is part of the RSPB Fen Drayton site.  The site already floods during the 

winter and due to the management of the Great Ouse and the Washes flooding appears to be becoming more 

frequent.  We need to be reassured that: 

 

 1) There will not be an increased frequency of flooding from Swavesey Drain when the Ouse itself is in 

flood.  

2) The quality of any water coming down Swavesey Drain is acceptable even in times of flood. 

 

• We would want to see the impact from the proposed development on water resources assessed. 

 

The East of England is one of the driest regions in the country and we understand that in the area around 

Northstowe there is currently no water available at low flows for new abstraction licences and only limited 

water at high flows. This suggests that unless water efficiency measures are integrated into the proposed 

development it could have a significant environmental effect on water resources. 

 

Cumulative Impacts 
We agree that a chapter on cumulative impacts should be scoped into the ES. This should consider the 

cumulative recreational impact of all phases of Northstowe on designated sites and local wildlife sites. 

 

In addition the ES should assess the cumulative impact from any other large developments taking place near 

to Longstanton. 

 

Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) 

The need for an Appropriate Assessment (AA) arises under the requirements of the EC Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC) transposed into UK law by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (the 

Habitats Regulations).4 We anticipate that an HRA screening will need to be undertaken by South 

Cambridgeshire District Council. 

 

                                                 
3
 JNCC (2006) Natura 2000 standard data form:Ouse Washes 

4
 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. Available from: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made 
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We trust our comments are helpful and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions in 

relation to this letter. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 
Alex Cooper 

Conservation Officer 

Wat Tyler Country Park 

Essex 

direct dial: 01268 498 612 

email: alex.cooper@rspb.org.uk 

web: http://www.rspb.org.uk 





 
 
 
25 August 2011 
 
 
Edward Durrant 
Senior Planning Officer 
South Cambridgeshire Hall 
Cambourne 
Cambridge 
CB23 6EA 
 
 
 
Dear Edward 
 
Northstowe Phase 1, EIA Scoping Report 
 
Thank you for inviting NHS Cambridgeshire to give its views on the environmental issues 
to be included in an EIA to accompany a future planning application for Northstowe.  
 
We are committed to working in partnership to ensure that, at every stage, new 
developments are planned to ensure the health and wellbeing of the new communities 
that will be created.  As part of the Cambridgeshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 
process we produced a specific JSNA New Communities 2010 report 1. This document 
pulls together comprehensive issues and evidence that relates to planning for health in 
Cambridgeshire and we recommend that developers use this as reference when 
developing their planning proposals. This and other related JSNAs can be found on the 
dedicated JSNA website http://www.cambridgeshirejsna.org.uk/ which is updated on a 
regular basis. 
 
General approach to the Scoping Report 
In line with SCDC’s LDF Policy and Supplementary Planning Document on Health Impact 
Assessment (HIA)2, we would recommend that an HIA is integrated with this EIA. As 
there are many features in an HIA that overlap with an EIA, this would avoid carrying out 
duplicate assessments and would ensure a more holistic approach.  
 
An integrated EIA/HIA will also provide the opportunity to bring in some more specific 
issues/questions related to population health.  
 
The Spatial Planning and Health Group (SPAHG) publication - Steps to Healthy Planning: 
Proposal for Action 3 contains a check list of issues/questions which we would 
recommend are used. These are:  
 
• Mix of land use 
• Street layout and connectivity and active travel 
• Access to public and other services  
• Safety and Security 
• Open and green spaces 

Lockton House 
Clarendon Road 

Cambridge 
CB2 8FH 

 
Tel: 01223 725400 

Direct: 01223 725295 Fax: 01223 725401 
Email: inger.omeara@cambridgeshire.nhs.uk 

Web: www.cambridgeshire.nhs.uk 



• Affordable and energy efficient housing 
• Air quality and noise 
• Food access 
• Access to employment 
 
We recommend the SPAHG publication to you as it provides a clear and concise way for 
planning and health professionals to work together (the SPAH Group was formally one of 
the NICE programme development groups).  
 
In the previous Northstowe application, we found that many of the HIA issues were also 
contained in other documents with little or no cross referencing between them eg 
transport issues. This made it very difficult and time consuming to make comments.  We 
would like to see all the health issues brought together in the HIA/EIA and to tie in 
logically/cross reference with the other chapters in the planning application.  
 
Comments on Specific Sections  
 
• Section 6, Community, economic and social effects 
An area that we recommend is given special attention is social infrastructure. In the 
past NHS Cambridgeshire has worked closely with SCDC to look at the social factors that 
contribute to good health and the risk of not taking these into account, as well as the 
physical aspects, when planning a new community. Building Communities that are 
Healthy and Well in Cambridgeshire report4  looks at this aspect in more detail and 
provides a set of ‘people proofing principles’ and people outcomes. These outcomes can 
be used in a health impact assessment and are particularly important for monitoring 
health outcomes once a development has commenced. 
 
The importance of the social environment in contributing to good health is highlighted in 
Cambridgeshire’s Joint Strategic Assessment of New Communities1 . It is important that 
this is fully recognised in any new planning application. In Appendix B of the scoping 
checklist, Community Economic and Social section (submitted by Terence O’Rourke Ltd 
July 2011), it states that ‘the nature of the proposed development means that it will not 
affect social inclusion’. There is evidence to the contrary and this should be considered in 
the scoping process.  
 
Further, it suggests that the development will not affect local lifestyles or standards of 
living. Lifestyles have a significant impact on health and land use planning influences 
lifestyles eg opportunities for walking and cycling, availability of fresh food etc.  Lifestyle 
issues also need to be included in the scoping study. 
 
• Section 17, Cumulative Effects  
It is important to make an assessment of the overall plan for Northstowe and then to 
assess phase 1 both in relation to the overall plan and as a stand alone assessment. 
There may be considerable risks if only phase 1 is delivered or if there is a considerable 
gap between completion of the first phase and the construction of the rest of Northstowe. 
Given the pattern of delays on major projects during the economic downturn and 
uncertainties about A14, the likelihood of a stand alone phase 1 is not remote. That risk 
needs to be clearly acknowledged and measures to mitigate the impact on health and 
well being described in the EIA/HIA. 
 



General comments and further considerations 
 
Monitoring 
“Given that so little of our urban area changes each year, it takes a long time to rectify 
past errors. Hence there is an imperative to ensure that new development does not 
exacerbate health inequalities and make it harder for people to live healthy lives”. SPAHG 
2011. 
 
The EIA/HIA process will need to give careful consideration to the indicators that are used 
to make baseline assessments; for some areas there will be limited data until the first 
settlers arrive. It is important that indicators are selected that can be used to monitor 
progress on an ongoing basis to assess the effects on the environment and community 
health at different stages of the development. This is important so that remedial measures 
can be put in place if required.  An example of monitoring indicators is the ‘people 
proofing principles’ quoted earlier in relation to social infrastructure.  Other useful sources 
are the New Communities JSNA1 and the MWIA5 tool kit. Consideration should be given 
as to how the monitoring complements/integrates with other sections of the planning 
application, for example the sustainability appraisal which also contain monitoring 
information.  
 
Mental health and wellbeing 
Spatial planning has the potential to enable and enhance good mental health and 
wellbeing. A recent Mental Wellbeing Impact Assessment (MWIA) toolkit5 updated in 
2011 provides a comprehensive framework on the areas that influence mental health. It 
includes sections on the wider determinants of health that influence wellbeing such as the 
built environment but also covers social inclusion and social relationships. It is an 
extensive resource that could be used to complement an EIA or HIA.  
 
At this point in time, it is worth mentioning that a number of Local Authorities are currently 
piloting this MWIA tool and some free training places are being offered in the next few 
weeks. If any one from South Cambridgeshire District Council or the prospective 
developers would be interested in attending or receiving more information, I would be 
happy to put you in touch. 
 
I hope these comments are helpful and if you have any further queries please do not 
hesitate to get back to me or my colleagues at NHS Cambridgeshire: Dr Lincoln Sargeant 
lincoln.sargeant@cambridgeshire.nhs.uk or Ian Burns ian.burns@cambridgeshire.nhs.uk   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Inger O’Meara 
Health Improvement Specialist 
 
Cc Lincoln Sargeant  
Ian Burns  
 



Further suggested reading 
Plugging health into planning: evidence and practice. A guide to help practitioners 
integrate health and spatial planning Andrew Ross. Local Government Group June 2011 
 
                                            
1 NHS Cambridgeshire and Cambridgeshire County Council, Joint Strategic Assessment of New 
Communities 2010 http://www.cambridgeshirejsna.org.uk/new-communities/new-communities 
2 Local Development Framework Health Impact Assessment Supplementary Planning Document South 
Cambridgeshire District Council Adopted March 2011 
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/documents/retrieve.htm?pk_document=909967 
3Steps to Healthy Planning: Proposals for Action SPAHG 2011 http://www.spahg.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2011/06/SPAHG-Steps-to-Healthy-Planning-Proposals-for-Action.pdf 
4 Cambridge City and South Cambs Improving Health Partnership Building Communities that are Healthy 
and Well in Cambridgeshire report June 2008 http://www.cambridgeshire.nhs.uk/Your-health/Health-in-
Cambridgeshire.htm 
5 National Mental Wellbeing Impact Assessment Collaborative MWIA toolkit 2011 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=70495 
 


















