
Request 11103 - Funding Shortfall 
 

Despite routinely carrying out important and vital work to support their communities, 
local councils are facing significant funding challenges. We are carrying out a 
Freedom of Information request to try and ascertain the scale of the funding 
challenge that local councils are facing in the medium-term future. Please can you 
answer the following questions: 
 
In reference to council funding as whole: 
 
1. What is your current predicted funding gap by the end of the financial year 
2023/24? 
2. What is your current predicted cumulative funding gap by the end of the financial 
year 2024/25? 
 
In reference to council funding and efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: 
 
3. Has your council estimated the costs of reaching net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions? Yes / No / Don't know 
4. How much does your council estimate reaching net zero will cost? (Please state 
amount and any associated timescale) £______________ 
5. Can your council access enough funding to be able to deliver your emission 
reduction ambitions? Yes / No / Don’t Know 

Response  

Thank you for your request for information above, which we have dealt with under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
I hope the following will answer your query: 

1. Predicted funding Gap for 2023/24 is £1.426m 

  

2. Predicted funding Gap for 2024/25 £1.353m cumulative therefore £2.779m 

  



3. Costs of reaching net zero carbon emissions for the Council’s own estate and 
operations have been partly but not fully estimated. 

Work has been carried out to make our 5000+ tenanted properties (ie social 
housing) net zero carbon.  

No work has been undertaken as yet to estimate costs of reaching net zero in 
other areas of our estate and operations, eg our two office buildings, business 
travel, street lights, communal areas of our housing estates. 

Work has been carried out to estimate cost of electrifying our vehicle fleet, 
and work to we do not have an estimate of cost for decarbonising the fleet; for 
various reasons it is not possible to estimate this yet.  

We have not estimated the cost of reaching net zero carbon for wider district 
emissions. 

  

4. The cost of work to achieve net zero for our social housing was estimated to 
be in the region of £157.6m gross, excluding VAT, over the next 30 years, 
(Housing Asset Management Strategy, p48). 

5. Can the Council access enough funding to achieve our carbon reduction 
ambitions? Don’t know  

 
We aim to provide a high-quality service to you and hope that you are satisfied with 
this response. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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