
Request 10326 - Rejected household recycling 
Please can you supply electronic copies of the following information. 
 
1. The methods of disposal for rejected household recycling used by your authority 
for the following years: 
 
· 2017/18 
· 2018/19 
· 2019/20 
· 2020/21 
 
2. The annual cost to dispose of rejected household recycling within your authority 
for the following years: 
 
· 2017/18 
· 2018/19 
· 2019/20 
· 2020/21 
 
3. The main reasons for household recycling being rejected. For example, items 
were contaminated or not suitable for recycling. 
 
4. Any guidance or instructions under which recycling centres determine the 
acceptance or rejection of items collected within your authority. 

Response  

Thank you for your request for information above, which we have dealt with under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
I hope the following will answer your query: 

1. The methods of disposal for rejected household recycling used by your authority for the 
following years: · 2017/18 · 2018/19 · 2019/20 · 2020/21   

Methods of disposal employed by contractor for complete period: 

Landfill 

EfW (Energy from Waste) 



RDF (Refuse Derived Fuel) 

The annual cost to dispose of rejected household recycling within your authority for the 
following years: · 2017/18 · 2018/19 · 2019/20 · 2020/21  

The Contractor holds liability for disposal cost with authorities. The exception is when an 
entire an entire recycling load needs to be disposed of, due to a high quantity of rubbish 
being present. The breakdown of cost to Greater Cambridge Shared waste service       
(Cambridge and South Cambs combined) is as follows: 

2017_18 

£4,506 

2018_19 

£5,223 

2019_20 

£433 

20-21 

£11,863 

3.The main reasons for household recycling being rejected. For example, items were 
contaminated or not suitable for recycling. 

Reasons for Rejection of Material: 

1.non-recyclable material mixed into kerbside recycling collection by residents  

2. Recyclable material contaminated with food or moisture, typically fibre grades. 

3.Hazardous material such as batteries or petrol / chemical containers found in recyclate 
material. 

4. Any guidance or instructions under which recycling centres determine the acceptance or 
rejection of items collected within your authority. 

We do not operate Recycling centres and so this needs to be directed to the County Council. 
It terms of acceptance criteria for what is collected at kerbside and what is accepted at the 
Materials Recycling Facility, this can be seen in our communication to resident about should 
and should not be put into the bins. See link below.  What is feasible to be collected is 
determined by the recycling industry e.g. what is capable of being recycled into a new 
product, practicalities and logistics and what value does it have on the market. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/what-are-my-bins-for/ 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/what-are-my-bins-for/


We aim to provide a high-quality service to you and hope that you are satisfied with 
this response. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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