
t: 01954 713014 | e: andrew.francis@scambs.gov.uk 
 
From: Andrew Francis  
Sent: 23 August 2021 10:07 
To: Rory McKenna <Rory.Mckenna@3csharedservices.org>; Steve Mulholland < redacted >; Deborah 
Roberts redacted 
Cc: Fowlmere PC <fowlmerepc@gmail.com>; Fowlmere PC Chair 
<chairmanfowlmerepc@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Parish Boundary 
 
Hi Cllr Mulholland 
 
As referred in your email, anyone can view parish boundaries on the OS election map 
website. You can see the intersection between Fowlmere/Foxton/Shepreth/Melbourn here: 
 
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/election-
maps/gb/?x=540290&y=246715&z=11&bnd1=CPC&bnd2=&labels=off 
 
The parish boundaries around these villages have not changed recently.  
 
If you have any other questions I can answer, please let me know. 
 
Regards 
 
Andy 
 
Andrew Francis | Electoral Services Manager 
 

 

South Cambridgeshire Hall | Cambourne Business Park | Cambourne | Cambridge | CB23 6EA 
t: 01954 713014 | e: andrew.francis@scambs.gov.uk 
 
From: Rory McKenna <Rory.Mckenna@3csharedservices.org>  
Sent: 23 August 2021 09:55 
To: Steve Mulholland < redacted >; Deborah Roberts < redacted > 
Cc: Fowlmere PC <fowlmerepc@gmail.com>; Fowlmere PC Chair < redacted >; Andrew Francis 
<Andrew.Francis@scambs.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Parish Boundary 
 
Dear Parish Councillor Mullholland 
 
Thank you for your e mail. 
 
I have this morning spoken with Andrew Francis (Electoral Services Manager) who has agreed to look 
at your e mail below and respond on the points you have asked below. 
 
Kind regards 
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Rory 
 
Rory McKenna 
Monitoring Officer (South Cambridgeshire District Council) 
 
From: Steve Mulholland < redacted >  
Sent: 22 August 2021 23:49 
To: Deborah Roberts < redacted > 
Cc: Fowlmere PC <fowlmerepc@gmail.com>; Rory McKenna 
<Rory.Mckenna@3csharedservices.org>; Fowlmere PC Chair < redacted > 
Subject: Parish Boundary 
 
Deborah, 
 
Redacted – personal and non-relating to enquiry. 
 
redacted has requested that we go back to SCDC for ask for a final arbitration on which map or data 
the PC should have used. Perhaps Rory is in a position to advise who that officer might be so that 
Kerry can contact them direct? 
 
You made the point about Parish Boundaries being different from Electoral Boundaries and this got 
me thinking. I’ve rechecked the map contained in the planning application you’ve referenced and 
this makes reference to a "Ward Boundary” which seems to relate to district council elections. The 
Civil Parish Boundary, as it appears on the OS Maps, is in a slightly different place.  
 
It is understandable that depending upon which map each of us, and members of the public, are 
looking at would result in a different conclusion being drawn, all of which are being made in good 
conscience. 
 
So, at redacted request, I am asking Kerry to ask SCDC, one last time, to a give clear instruction as to 
where precisely the Civil Parish Boundary is. 
 
Steve. 
 
Steve Mulholland 

redacted 

 
 
On 21 Aug 2021, at 19:32, Deborah Roberts < redacted > wrote: 
 
Dear Cllr Mulholland,  
Points regarding the recent co-option and your email of 20th August . 
Firstly, I am not conflicted , this matter is about the eligibility of a candidate nothing more. 
My concerns are with processes being undertaken  not personalities and I am disappointed to see 
you attempting to bring in an  issue  which has no relevance into the situation we have 
now.That  situation being one of proof of eligibility for office. 
My comments and concerns  are with the actions and attitude of  the councillors alone . It is they 
who are the decision makers . The clerk simply acts upon their instructions. 
I took no part in the decision that was made on the co-option  .However as a member of the parish 
council I need to feel confident that those serving alongside me are entitled to be there and  be fully 
compliant with the required criteria. And should there be doubt ( as indeed shown by 
both  residents and myself ) then the situation will be reviewed correctly and if necessary by other 
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than the parish council itself acting as judge , jury and executioner. . At this moment all the 
information and evidence I have seen does not allow me to feel confident that this is the case. By 
failing to do so Fowlmere Parish Council makes itself vulnerable to criticism. 
 
The eligibility for being a member of the parish council is based on Parish Boundaries not on 
electorial boundaries -  SCDC have already stated that the buildings being constructed on the site at 
Cherry Tree Field will indeed be in the Shepreth Parish . 
Boundary Lines and Electoral Lines are two completely different things and should not be confused .  
It must be noted and understood that ; 
 
Parish's and therein Parish Boundaries are treated and managed separately from OTHER Electoral 
Boundaries and administrative boundaries . They are run by Parish Councils or Parish Meetings. 
The Fowlmere Parish Boundary has been in place and unchanged for many years . 
 
Electoral Boundaries are managed by such as the District Council and are based on the attempt 
to have a fairly average number of voters across an area . 
 
The Co-option was for a Parish Councillor not for someone to manage those on the electoral 
register.In my opinion the PC cannot use or therefore rely on the material you quote it used. 
The material that was shown by Shepreth Parish Council at its meeting showed the parish boundary 
not the electoral one and it was clear ( as agreed by its councillors ) that Cherry Tree Field all lay 
within the Shepreth Parish land. 
 
Shepreth Parish Council confirmed that all the land in question is within its parish boundary , are you 
stating that it  has not checked and does not know its own demarcation lines ?  
This matter is as you state a serious one  . It therefore needs further and detailed consideration and 
indeed in order to make absolutely sure it is acting in an Ultra Vires manner  . Failure to do so will 
confirm that Fowlmere Parish Council is not willing to be open , accountable and transparent or 
indeed stand up and publicly explain its fact checking operation and if the conclusion it asserts  is a 
valid one. 
I might add that it is interesting to note that although the co-option has occurred there has been a 
failure to put the decision on its web site where the person concerned details , village connections 
etc would be there for all our residents to view and perhaps consider upon. 
I look forward to receiving confirmation that the PC will now take action to resolve what is becoming 
a very unfortunate  situation being carried on out of the public gaze or  without the benefit of public 
scrutiny. 
Yours ,  
Cllr Deborah Roberts 
 
 


