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Delegation meeting - Minutes 
 

• Date: 21 July 2020 
• Time: 11am to 12:30pm 
• Meeting held: via Teams  
• Attendees: Chris Carter (CC), Cllr John Batchelor (JB), Cllr Pippa Heylings (PH), 

Julie Ayre (JA), Michael Sexton (MS) 
• Notes and actions: Jemma Smith  

Minutes approved by: Cllr John Batchelor (Consultant) on 21 July 2020, Cllr Pippa 
Heylings (Consultant) on 21 July 2020, Chris Carter (Delivery Manager – Strategic Sites) 
on 21 July 2020 

 

Re-submission of S/1306/19/FL - 2 Butt Lane, Great 
Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire CB21 5JE - Second floor 
front extension to provide staircase headroom for 
additional accommodation and dormers to rear 

Reason for call-in request 

Except for a newly co-opted Parish Councillor, members of Great Wilbraham Parish 
Council agreed unanimously to object to this application with the following comments:  
 
The proposed major changes to this house are incongruous in this setting, due to the 
design, scale, massing, and character within a Conservation Area, and effect on near 
neighbours. There are also environmental concerns. - When the courtyard setting was 
designed and built, careful attention was given to the way it was integrated into the local 
environment, particularly being close to an important listed building in the Conservation 
Area, and other older properties. The proposed changes radically alter the character of 
this already large house within the setting of the four houses in the courtyard. - The 
changes to the roof with extensions and addition of many extra windows, makes the 
overlooking of near neighbour's houses and gardens unacceptable, and will radically 
affect the enjoyment of their properties. The design and appearance will be dominant and 
incongruous within the setting. PC Members and near neighbours are concerned that it 
will be a difficult build, given the complexity of the proposed changes, with very little room 
to effectively manage the work. Parking is limited within the courtyard and outside the 
house. Butt Lane becomes a green lane and footpath just outside 2, Butt Lane, and there 
is limited room for contractors' vehicles without causing much disturbance and disruption. 
Importantly, there needs to be free access for farm and agricultural vehicles, which 
regularly use Butt Lane. - Any works would require a robust enforceable traffic 
management plan to show how the work can be achieved without affecting near 
neighbours and users of Butt Lane. - Having consulted with near neighbours, many have 
serious concerns about the proposed plans. 
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Key considerations 

The comments of the Parish Council were carefully considered by the group. It was noted 
that the scheme had been the subject of consultation responses of support from the 
Conservation Officer but that there were objections from neighbours, as well as the 
Parish Council, for a variety of reasons. Also that the officer recommendation would be 
for approval and that this followed positive pre-application advice from planning and 
conservation officers. 

The key issues raised by the Parish Council relate to impact on the conservation area, 
impact on neighbour amenity and construction management issues. 

Having regard to the four criteria that are used to determine whether an application 
should be reported to the planning committee, the following conclusions were reached. 

In respect of neighbour amenity and construction management matters, whilst these are 
material considerations, they were not considered to be significant, to raise implications 
for adopted policy, or to be of a nature, scale or complexity that would warrant referral to 
the planning committee. 

With regard to the impacts of the proposal on the character and appearance of the 
conservation area, this is a material planning consideration and, having regard to the 
location of the site within the conservation area, and the specific objections of the Parish 
Council, it was considered that this did merit referral of the application to the planning 
committee for its consideration. 

With regard to the planning history of the site, this was not considered of significance in 
determining whether the matter should be referred to the planning committee. 
 

 

Decision 

Refer to Planning Committee 

 
 

 
 


