
Parish Planning Forum Meeting – Wednesday 25 September 2019 
 

Question 1 – Cottenham Parish Council Answer 

During a series of workshop sessions, MHCLG engaged with over 50 representatives 
from neighbourhood planning groups (including Frank Morris from Cottenham 
Parish Council), local planning authorities (including Alison Talkington from SCDC 
Planning), consultancies, the Neighbourhood Planning Independent Examiners 
Referral Service (NPIERS) and academia. Generally across all events, people were 
generally positive about the impact of neighbourhood planning and highlighted the 
role it has in empowering and engaging communities, improving the knowledge of 
the planning system, and acting as a catalyst for community projects and initiatives.  
 
The events also highlighted a number of key themes which MHCLG will now consider 
how MHCLG might address, including: 

1. The need to communicate more clearly about what neighbourhood planning 
can do for communities; 

2. The significance of a good relationship between the neighbourhood planning 
group and local planning authority in the success of a neighbourhood plan; 

3. Discussions around the alignment of local and neighbourhood plan-making 
processes and policy  

4. The challenges facing groups in preparing plans in urban and deprived areas; 
and, 

5. How the quality of neighbourhood plans can be improved.  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING IN GREATER CAMBRIDGE AREA 
No of designated areas –  
19 neighbourhood areas designated – these areas are: 
 
•Babraham 
•Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth 
•Cottenham 
•Foxton 
•Fulbourn 
•Gamlingay 
Great Abington (made neighbourhood plan) 
•Histon and Impington 
•Linton and Hildersham 
•Melbourn 
•Pampisford 
•Sawston 
South Newnham (Cambridge) 
•Stapleford and Great Shelford 
•Swavesey 
•Thriplow 
•Waterbeach 
•West Wickham 
•Whittlesford 

 
I neighbourhood forum in Cambridge (south Newnham) 
We are assisting all these parishes and forum apart from Melbourn PC who for the 
moment has decided not to progress their plan.  Some are more active than others 
Progress of plans 

• 1 made Neighbourhood Plan – Great Abington 

• 2 Plans at examination – Cottenham + Histon & Impington 

• 1 Plan that has already carried out its pre-submission consultation – Foxton 

• 4 Plans that are in draft form preparing for their local pre- submission 
consultation – Gamlingay; West Wickham; Whittlesford; South Newnham  

The rest are at various forms of development  
 



Toolkit for advice 
On the South Cambs website there is a Neighbourhood Plan Toolkit which has a 
range of guidance notes to help parish councils prepare their plans – for example 
how to get a neighbourhood area designated ; is a neighbourhood plan the right tool 
for you; how to carry out site assessments etc  
 
Support 
As the local planning authority for the area we have a duty to support local 
communities preparing plans. In the ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ that 
was recently updated for Greater Cambridge area we set out the help that we will 
give to local communities preparing neighbourhood plans. For South Cambridgeshire 
we have a more detailed support offer which can be accessed on our website 
alongside the Toolkit.  

 
 
 

 

 


