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Aerial photograph of Caldecote with the parish boundary highlighted.
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Note to reader

The draft Caldecote Village Design Guide supplements the new Local Plan policies on high 
quality design, distinctive local character and placemaking. Technically the SPD will be a material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications in Caldecote and it has been prepared 
in collaboration with community representatves. 

The outcome of the current consultation will help us to refine this Village Design Guide before it 
is considered for adoption by South Cambridgeshire District Council. It is important to understand 
that the SPD cannot make new planning policy, or allocate sites for development and must be in 
conformity with the policies of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan.

The draft Caldecote Village Design Guide SPD is being consulted upon along with the following 
accompanying documents:

• Sustainability Appraisal Screening Report
• Habitats Regulations Screening Report
• Equality Impact Assessment
• Consultation Statement

Consultation is for six weeks and runs between 15 April-31 May 2019. These documents can 
be viewed online at www.southcambs.gov.uk/villagedesignstatements and will be available 
for inspection at South Cambridgeshire District Council offices at South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne, Cambridge CB23 6EA (8.30am to 5pm Monday-Friday)
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Foreword

South Cambridgeshire is a district of diverse and distinctive 
villages, as well as being a high growth area. South 
Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) wants new development 
to maintain and enhance the special character of our villages, 
and for communities to be at the heart of the planning process to 
help achieve this. 

This is supported through our Local Plan which places good 
design at the heart of its vision for achieving sustainable growth:

Local Plan – Policy S/1: Vision
South Cambridgeshire will continue to be the best place 
to live, work and study in the country. Our district will 
demonstrate impressive and sustainable economic growth. 
Our residents will have a superb quality of life in an 
exceptionally beautiful, rural and green environment.

In 2018, the Council was awarded funding from the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local 
Government to develop exemplar village design guidance, working in collaboration with village 
communities undergoing significant growth and change, in order to develop locally specific design 
guidance.

In line with our key objective of putting our customers at the centre of everything we do, we are 
delighted to have worked with representatives who live and work in these communities, to produce 
this exemplary design guidance to improve the quality of new developments in our villages.

We look forward to seeing a new generation of locally distinctive, high quality schemes that show 
the influence of this Village Design Guide.

Cllr. Dr. Tumi Hawkins
Lead Cabinet Member for Planning 
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1. Introduction

Purpose and scope of this document

As a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), the Caldecote Village Design Guide has been 

prepared to amplify and build on the requirements set out within policy HQ/1: Design Principles in 

the adopted 2018 Local Plan, as well as supporting the other policies within the Local Plan which 

relate to the built and natural character, and distinctiveness of South Cambridgeshire.

This Village Design Guide SPD:

• Supports South Cambridgeshire’s policy that seeks to secure high quality design for all new 

developments, with a clear and positive contribution to the local and wider context.

•  Describes the distinctive character of the village, and those aspects of its built and natural 

environment that the community most value

• Sets out clear design principles to guide future development proposals in and around the 

village of Caldecote. 

• Is intended as a user-friendly tool for planners, developers, designers and community 

members.

Once adopted, the Caldecote Village Design Guide will form a material consideration in 

determining planning applications for developments within the village. 

Who should use this document

The Caldecote Village Design Guide should be read by: 

• Developers, property owners and their designers, in considering potential development 

proposals. 

• Development management officers in assessing the suitability and determination of planning 
applications. 

• Statutory and non-statutory consultees, including the parish council and members of the 

public, in commenting on planning applications. 

The Village Design Guide should give confidence to all parties involved with the planning and 
design process, that they understand the essential character of the village, and how to respond 

to this appropriately through design. This will lead to better quality, more locally distinctive 

development that is welcomed by local residents and contributes positively to the sustainability of 

the village.
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Credits and copyright information

All photographs and drawings are copyright South Cambridgeshire District Council 2019, and 
and have been produced for the purposes of this document by DK-CM Limited and the village 
workshop participants. 

All maps within this document are subject to Ordnance Survey licensing. Ordnance Survey 
mapping is provided by South Cambridgeshire District Council under licence from the Ordnance 
Survey in order to fulfil its public function to make available public domain information. Persons 
viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice where they wish to 
licence Ordnance Survey mapping/map data for their own use. The OS web site can be found at 
www.ordsvy.gov.uk

© Crown copyright and database right 2019.  Ordnance Survey Licence number 100022500 

Aerial photography © Bluesky International Limited

Ancient Woodlands were obtained from Natural England Open Data, data published 19/7/2018. 
© Natural England. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2018.

Local Nature Reserves were obtained from Natural England Open Data, data published  © Natural 
England. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2018. NB this 
national dataset is “indicative” not “definitive”. Definitive information can only be provided by 
individual local authorities and you shuld refer directly to their information for all purposes that 
require the most up to date and coplete dataset.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest were obtained from Natural England Open Data, data published 
19/7/2018. © Natural England. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database 
right 2018.

The most publicly available up to date Natural England GIS data can be obtained from the Natural 
England Open Data Geoportal http://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com

Historic Parks & Gardens and Scheduled Monumemnts were obtained from Historic England. 
© Historic England. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2018.

The Historic England GIS Data contained in this material was obtained on 19/7/2018. The 
most publicly available up to date Historic England GIS Data can be obtained from http://www.
historicengland.org.uk

County Wildlife Sites were obtained from Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental 
Records Office (CPERC). As the material shown on this layer does not go through an external 
consultation process, the data is as was at Draft Local Plan Submission July 2013. The most up to 
date County Wildlife Site Data can be obtained by contacting CPERC at https://www.cperc.org.uk

Flood Zones 2 and 3 are © Environment Agency copyright and/or database right 2018. All rights 
reserved. © Crown copyright and database rights 2018 Ordnance Survey 100024198 
and a licence: Open Government Licence. Flood Zones are regularly updated. For further 
information and maps showing the latest flood zones, please visit the GOV.UK website: https://
flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk
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For further information please contact:

Built and Natural Environment Team
Tel: 01954 713310
Email: vds@scambs.gov.uk

South Cambridgeshire District Council
South Cambridgeshire Hall
Cambourne Business Park
Cambridge
CB23 6EA




