North East Cambridge
Area Action Plan
Issues and Options 2019 Consultation
Cambridge City Council & South Cambridgeshire District Council

have your say

Our vision:
‘North East Cambridge will be
a socially and economically
inclusive, thriving, and lowcarbon place for innovative
living and working; inherently
walkable where everything is
on your doorstep.’

11 February - 25 March 2019
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A fantastic opportunity
for Greater Cambridge
Land west of the Cambridge North
station is one of the last large
brownfield sites in Cambridge.
Odour from the existing Water
Recycling Centre (WRC) has
constrained prospects for the
area’s regeneration.
However, a bid for Government
Housing Infrastructure Funding was
made to move the WRC. We find out if
the bid is successful in the near future.
This will be a game changer, helping
to unlock the full potential of this
area, which includes the Cambridge
Science Park, which also has growth
potential.
Traffic issues mean existing and
proposed development within the area
must reduce the need to make trips
by car, by making walking, cycling
and public transport the easiest and
first choice. Our plans explore how
this area could be transformed into a
pedestrian and cycle friendly district,
enabling thousands of new energyefficient homes and jobs supported by
new community and leisure facilities,
shops, and green spaces. We also
look at how to integrate this new
development into Cambridge and
surrounding areas, and how it can
create opportunities for existing as
well as new residents.

 hat is an Area
W
Action Plan?
The North East Cambridge Area
Action Plan is a planning document
that will establish the overall strategy
for the future redevelopment of the
area. It will identify the types and
amount of development we expect,
including other services and facilities
that will be needed. Once adopted,
the plan will be used to assess if a
development proposal is acceptable
or not.

W
 hat is the purpose
of the current
consultation?
At this early stage, before we write
the Area Action Plan, we want your
views on the key issues, challenges
and opportunities facing the area
and the different ways we could
respond to these. This leaflet
provides a summary of the Issues
and Options document.

Comments required by 5pm on 25 March 2019 (see final page for details).

2 North East Cambridge Area Action Plan

The location and plan area
What is the area covered by the plan?
This map shows the proposed boundary for the Area Action Plan and the key
features, including those in the surrounding area.
To New Town north
of Waterbeach - 4km

Cambridge Science
Park (62ha)

St John’s Innovation
Park (9.5ha)
Jane Coston Cycle
Bridge
Water Recycling
Centre (38ha)

To Northstowe - 6km
Golf driving range
and former park
and ride site (6.5ha)

Nuffield Road (6.7ha)

Cambridge Commerical
Park/Cowley Road
Industrial Estate (7.8ha)

Cambridge Business
Park (9.4ha)
Busway extension

Cambridge North
Station

To Cambridge City
Centre - 2km

Is this the most appropriate boundary for our Area Action Plan?
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Vision and objectives
What do we want to achieve?

Our vision is that:

North East Cambridge
will be a socially and
economically inclusive,
thriving, and low-carbon
place for innovative living
and working; inherently
walkable where everything
is on your doorstep.

Do you agree with the
proposed vision and
broad objectives?
What changes would
you make?

To achieve this vision, we will
be guided by the following
proposed broad objectives:
A
 place with a strong
identity that successfully
integrates into the
surrounding area, bringing
economic growth and
prosperity that is delivered
with social justice and
equality;
A high quality, healthy,
biodiverse place which will
be a major contributor to
achieving zero carbon in
Greater Cambridge by 2050;
A City Innovation District
which will deliver
affordable homes, a
diverse range of quality
jobs and excellent
neighbourhood facilities.
4 North East Cambridge Area Action Plan

Cambridge North Station

Existing issues
What are some of the key
challenges or constraints
facing the area?
We recognise there are a number of
existing constraints. How we decide to
deal with these will ultimately shape
our strategy for the future of this area.

T ransport and
Connectivity
The local road network is at
capacity at peak times. For further
development to take place there can
be no significant increase in vehicle
movements to and from the site.
The Cambridge North station,
guided busway and other planned
improvements means this could
be achievable. However, further
improvements to the cycling, walking
and public transport networks serving
north east Cambridge, including
east-west links connecting the
station and Science Park, will still
be required alongside innovative
approaches to reducing the use of
vehicles. It will be important to make
sure any restrictions do not result
in residents and employees of the
plan area parking in the surrounding
neighbourhoods.

A ir Quality
& Noise
The development will need to
address the impact of surrounding
land uses, including the A14, the
railway, Milton Road, and existing
waste and mineral operations.
This will influence the layout of the
area, and could mean there is a need
for measures like noise bunds or
barriers to ensure a high quality
place is created.

Others
There are pockets of important
habitats. The First Public Drain
runs through the area and could
be made a more attractive feature.
Biodiversity on the site could be
significantly improved.
Before the Water Recycling Centre is
relocated, odour will continue to be
an issue in the short term. Historic
uses mean contamination will require
investigation and where necessary
remediation. High water table levels
could impact on design.

Have we identified all the key challenges and constraints?
How should we respond to them?
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Housing & employment
opportunities
How much housing are you
planning to provide?
Indications are that this site could
deliver thousands of new homes.
The final number will be influenced
by the constraints identified, the
opportunities to make best use of the
site, and the balance and form of the
uses we plan for.

Who is the housing for?
With the need to sustain the success
of the Cambridge economy, much of
the housing is to meet the existing
and future needs of employees in
this area. However, it will also help
to meet the wider housing needs of
Greater Cambridge.

What type of housing will
be provided?
There is potential to provide a wide
range and mix of housing. At this
stage, we are seeking your views
on the different forms of housing
that might be best in this location for
existing and new local residents, such
as houses or flats, and whether there
should a mix of homes catering for
different groups (e.g. older persons,
students, key workers, first time
buyers, etc.) for rent and ownership,
including some at affordable levels.

What sort of homes
and jobs should we be
planning for?
Accordia, Cambridge
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What type of employment
uses are proposed and how
much?

What will happen with the
other existing employment
uses?

Much of the new employment
will be for office and research &
development, supporting and enabling
growth of the existing science and
business parks. However, there is
potential to include a much wider
range of workspaces, including those
targeting local start-ups, workshops
and light industrial.

The consultation seeks views on
whether these should be relocated
within the plan area to reflect their
role in serving the city. Some uses
however are unlikely to be compatible
with the new development, such as
the concrete batching plant, because
of traffic, noise and dust issues.

CB1, Cambridge
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Other services, facilities
and considerations
What other uses will need
to be provided?

Existing foot and cycle connectivity
at Cambridge North Station

To create attractive places to live
and work, and to minimise car use,
there will need to be a range of local
shops and services, including schools,
healthcare, recreation and leisure
opportunities, provided within the
AAP area. These can act as the heart
of the community but will also need
to be located so that they are easily
accessible to existing surrounding
communities.

How can we improve
connections?
In the consultation we explore ways
to improve walking and cycling
opportunities. This includes measures to
reduce the dominance of Milton Road,
such as by creating one or more green
bridges, or changing the nature of the
road itself by prioritising non car modes
and rationalising junctions. We also
propose ways of improving walking and
cycling connections to the surrounding
area, including into the Fen Road area
and to the River Cam.
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Green bridge, Mile End Park, London
Borough of Tower Hamlets

What are some of the other
key issues for the Plan to
grapple with?
We want the growth and investment in
this area to benefit everyone. How do
we ensure that the new development
‘knits in’ with the surrounding
communities and serves their needs
too? What kind of facilities should we
be providing here? How high and how
dense should the new development be?
Should uses be mixed within the same
building? What design issues will result
that we will need to address? What
new links should be created? How can
we use technology to inform people’s
choices about their lifestyle, work and
travel options?
We expect all development to be of a
high quality. How aspirational should
our environmental requirements be?
Cambridge is known for its quality green
spaces and this development should
be no different. But what form should
the green spaces take (e.g. a major
green corridor, a large green space like
‘Parker’s Piece’, or a series or smaller
parks)? How can we encourage cycling
and walking to be the main choice?

Informal open space, Granary Square,
London Borough of Camden (Photo
courtesy of R~P~M - Flickr)

Multi level primary school, Marlborough
Primary School, Dixon Jones Architects
Photography: Paul Riddle

What are your views on the potential future land uses,
including type and mix?
What sort of greenspaces should there be?
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Place shaping
Opportunities to introduce
other land uses that would
be of benefit to existing and
future employees

Improv
cycle conn
MIlt

Enhanced pedestrian and
cycling corridor between
Cambridge North station
and Cambridge Regional
College

Cambridge Science
Park Local Centre
Improving foot and cycle
connectivity across Milton
Road through green bridge
or other measures

District Centre to serve
the new district

New Guided Busway

6 December 2018
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Indicative concept plan
The indicative Concept Plan begins to describe the kind of place that could be
created. There are a number of key considerations that will influence the final
layout for the area.

Improving foot and
cycle connectivity across
MIlton Road

Waterbeach Greenway
project including a potential
new access under the A14

Relocated industrial uses
Multi-functional district
scale green space

ed Busway stop

Foot / cycle bridge over
railway to River Cam

New green corridors based
on enhancing the First
Public Drain waterway

Cambridge North Station
Local Centre

Improving connections
through Business Parks

What are your views
on the indicative
concept plan?
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get involved
We need your views to help shape the future of North East
Cambridge. On our webpages you can view the Issues & Options
document and other supporting information, which tell you about
the ideas we are exploring.

www.scambs.gov.uk/necaap www.cambridge.gov.uk/necaap
Please send us your comments by 5pm Monday 25 March 2019 via our
webpages using our interactive online consultation system or by emailing
northeast@cambridge.gov.uk or writing to to Planning Policy Team, Cambridge
City Council, PO Box 700, Cambridge, CB1 0JH. If you need assistance with the
consultation please email or call 01954 713183.
Come and talk to us:
We are holding seven drop in events. These are your chance to come and talk
with one of the planning officers about the plan. These are being held:

February
Monday 25th

Milton Community Centre, Coles Road, Milton,
Cambridge CB24 6BL

2pm-8pm

Wednesday 27th

Cambridge North Station, Cowley Rd,
Cambridge, CB4 0WZ

6.30am-8.30am,
and 4pm-7.30pm

March
Friday 1st

St John’s Innovation Centre, Johnson Room,
Cowley Road, Cambridge, CB4 0WS

10am-4pm

Tuesday 5th

Trinity Centre, Suite 12, 24 Cambridge Science Park,
Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 0FN

10am-4pm

Thursday 7th

North Area Committee, Shirley Centre, Nuffield Road,
Chesterton, Cambridge, CB4 1TF

6pm-8pm

Tuesday 12th

Brown’s Field Youth and Community Centre,
31A Green End Road, Cambridge CB4 1RU

4pm-7pm

Thursday 14th

Nun’s Way Pavilion, Nun’s Way, Cambridge, CB4 2NR

2pm-8pm

Next Stage: Your comments, alongside the findings of evidence base studies,
will inform what options the Councils will take forward in the next stage of
drafting the plan – due to be consulted on in Spring 2020.
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