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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1.

The Council consulted on Issues and Options for the new Local Plan in summer
2012. This consultation forms the second stage in preparing an updated Local
Plan for South Cambridgeshire that will set out the vision for the district over the
years to 2031. The plan affects all of us that live, work or study in South
Cambridgeshire, or who come here to enjoy all that the area has to offer.

1.2.

This second stage of Issues and Options consultation is in two parts:


Part 1 - A joint consultation with Cambridge City Council on options for the
development strategy for the wider Cambridge area and for site options for
housing or employment development on the edge of Cambridge on land
currently in the Green Belt. It also includes options on sub-regional sporting,
cultural and community facilities and site options for a community stadium. It
builds on the Issues and Options consultations that both Councils have
already consulted on in summer 2012 and provides background information
in relation to the housing and employment needs for the area as a whole, as
well as outlining what that means for the future development strategy.



Part 2 - Each Council is also carrying out consultation on other matters for
their own areas in their respective Part 2 consultation documents.

Part 2 - South Cambridgeshire Issues
1.3.

In this Part 2 document, South Cambridgeshire District Council is consulting on
new issues arising from the Summer’s consultation that would be reasonable
additional options to consider for the new Local Plan, including possible new site
options to allocate for development as well as matters such as possible changes
to village frameworks and designations to protect village character.

1.4.

The Part 2 document includes the following chapters:










Chapter 1 is the introduction which describes the overall purpose and
approach of the document and how to make comments.
Chapter 2 sets out a number of site options for housing development.
Chapter 3 sets out a new employment option and revision to the boundary of
an established employment area in the countryside.
Chapter 4 sets out new mixed use proposals from two Parish Councils.
Chapter 5 sets out suggested amendments to village frameworks.
Chapter 6 sets out options for a new hospice, moorings on the River Cam
and burial grounds.
Chapter 7 sets out a number of new options for recreation and open space.
Chapter 8 sets out options for important areas of green space for protection
and Important Countryside Frontages to protect village character.
Chapter 9 Maps of Options.
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Localism – Parish Council Proposals
1.5.

The national approach to planning has changed with the Coalition Government’s
introduction of the Localism Act and there is now a strong emphasis on local
communities being involved in planning. Parish Councils now have the option to
prepare Neighbourhood Development Plans to bring forward community
aspirations for development to meet their local needs.

1.6.

Many Parish Councils are indicating to us that they would find preparing
neighbourhood plans too much of a burden for them. The District Council has
therefore been working with Parish Councils to explore how best to bring forward
community aspirations and has offered the opportunity to include community-led
proposals in the Local Plan. A number of proposals have been put to us by Parish
Councils during the 2012 consultation. Where they are consistent with the
approach being taken in the Local Plan, they are included with the District
Council’s options for consultation. However, a number of proposals from Parish
Councils are not consistent with the detailed approach for the Local Plan.
Nevertheless they are likely to be proposals that are capable of being included in a
neighbourhood plan where the test is that they must generally conform with the
strategic policies of the Local Plan. The consultation document therefore includes
Parish Council proposals separately under each topic for those proposals not
consistent with the normal Local Plan approach. This will help those communities
that prefer not to prepare their own neighbourhood plans to still be able to deliver
their local aspirations. Parish Council proposals for site options or changes to
boundaries that are not consistent with the Local Plan approach are identified by
the prefix ‘PC’ and are numbered sequentially through the document, rather than
by topic.
Supporting Documents

1.7.

The consultation document is supported by a number of evidence documents,
which are listed in Appendix 1 and available to view on the Council’s website:
www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan. Whilst they are not generally published as
consultation documents, if you have any concerns about statements contained in
the evidence documents, you can raise them as part of your response to the
consultation questions.

1.8.

The overarching objective in national policy to secure sustainable development
has strongly influenced the development of the issues and options in this
document. The Council has prepared a Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
that has helped us identify the key issues and sustainability objectives for the new
Local Plan. An Initial Sustainability Report (2013) has also been prepared for this
second Issues and Options consultation, which tests the sustainability merits of
the options. It also includes within it technical annexes that provide additional
information to support the issues and options contained in the Part 2 consultation
report.
4
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How to have your say
1.9.

Consultation runs from 7 January to 5pm on 18 February 2013. Part 2 of the
Issues and Options 2 Report contains 15 issues which need to be addressed in
updating the Local Plan providing options where appropriate and asking questions
to help the local community and stakeholders to respond to the consultation.
These are in addition to the issues included in the 2012 consultation.

1.10.

Once you have looked through this consultation document, please send us your
comments. You don’t have to answer all questions if you are only interested in
some of them. Please be aware that your comments will be published on the
Council’s website, together with your name. There are a number of ways in which
you can do this:


Using the Council’s online consultation system - This is the Council’s
preferred means of receiving representations because it is the fastest
and most accurate method and it will help us to manage your
representations quickly and efficiently. Separate instructions on how to
use the electronic system are provided on the Council’s website and
officers in the Planning Policy team are always available to help if you
have any queries. Please go to the following link:
http://scambs.jdi-consult.net/ldf/



By email at ldf@scambs.gov.uk using the electronic response form on
the Council’s website.



Using a response form - If you do not have access to a computer, a
paper form can be completed and sent to the Council. Copies of the
response form are available from the Planning Policy team.

We’re here to help
1.11.

Your views are important to us, and we recognise that the planning system is not
always easy to understand and find your way around. We want to make sure that
as many people as possible have an opportunity to have their say as the new
Local Plan is prepared. You can contact us using one of the following methods:



You can phone us on 03450 450 500 (ask to speak to someone in the
Planning Policy team);



You can email us at ldf@scambs.gov.uk
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1.12.

There will also be opportunities for you to meet officers face-to-face through
exhibitions that have been organised. Details of these events, together with up to
date information on the Local Plan review can be found on the Council’s Local
Plan website: http://www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan.

1.13.

For those who use social media, we shall also be providing regular updates on the
Councils’ Facebook pages and Twitter feeds.
What happens next?

1.14.

The results of this second Issues and Options consultation will be taken together
with the other comments we received to the first consultation and will help the
Council prepare a draft Local Plan for consultation in summer 2013. Once
processed, all consultation responses can be viewed on the Council’s website.

1.15.

The new Local Plan will then be submitted to the Secretary of State for
examination. Any objections received at that stage will be considered by a
Planning Inspector at the examination of the Local Plan before the Council can
adopt the new Local Plan.

1.16.

The District Council is firmly committed to securing high quality development and
welcomes the changes in national policy that require developers of proposals to
consult local people at an early stage. Having a good plan is only half the story,
getting the planning applications right comes next.
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Chapter 2
2.1.

Housing

The Local Plan must allocate sites for new housing development to meet the long
term needs of the district and support forecast new jobs. New homes need to be
in places where people will want to live, close to jobs and cause the least harm to
the built and natural environment.
Approach in Issues and Options 2012

2.2.

The 2012 Issues and Options consultation explored options for the amount of
future housing that should be planned for over the next 20 years and where
provision could be focused. This gives us an indication of the amount of additional
development that would need to be allocated in addition to the 14,200 homes
already planned. In summary, the options mean we need to find additional land
for between 4,300 and 9,300 new homes in the period to 2031. The 2012 Issues
and Options consultation included 52 site options for housing that would provide
for up to 23,000 homes, although not all of these could come forward during the
plan period. They cover a range of scales and locations of development from the
Cambridge fringe and new settlement options to site options at larger villages.
New Site Options

2.3.

The joint Part 1 of this second Issues and Options consultation with Cambridge
City Council also considers housing levels and further site options for housing on
the edge of Cambridge, one of which is in South Cambridgeshire - Land south of
the A14 and west of Cambridge Road (NIAB3) could provide up to 130 homes
together with employment development (Site Option GB6).

2.4.

In this Part 2 we have carefully considered the comments made in response to the
2012 Issues and Options consultation that suggest further potential site options for
housing in the district, including those from Parish Councils. For those sites we
have:


Undertaken technical assessments and sustainability appraisals (SA) of new
sites in the same way and using the same qualifying criteria that we did for
sites proposed to us through the “Call for Sites” process in 20111;



Prepared a summary assessment of each site which draws together the
outcome of the technical assessment and sustainability appraisal and
reached a view on the ‘Sustainable Development Potential’ of each site2;

1

Appendix 5 of the updated SHLAA document includes detailed assessments of the newly examined sites
and can be viewed on our website: www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan
2
Appendix 3 and 4 of the Issues and Options 2 Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report (2013) for Part 2
include detailed sustainability appraisals of all the newly examined sites and can be viewed on our website:
www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan
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Where previously rejected sites have been put forward to us again we have
considered the representations made and in some cases revised our
previous assessments and sustainability appraisals; and



Updated our Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).

A wide range of matters have been taken into account in selecting the additional
site options, in the same way as for the 2012 consultation, including:

Key Selection Criteria


Whether they are large enough to allocate in the Local Plan – a minimum
of 10 dwellings;



Whether the proposal is in a sustainable location, meaning it is at a town
or village having good services and facilities and has good access to
public transport;



Whether development of the site would affect any townscape,
biodiversity, heritage assets;



The viability of development;



Whether it could be relied upon to deliver over the plan period; and



Whether a site option would involve the loss of an existing employment
area, in which case highlighting that this needs to be carefully balanced
with wider employment objectives.

2.6.

The feedback from the 2012 consultation and the assessment work has helped us
identify some additional site options that are included in this consultation. They
will be considered alongside the housing site options in the 2012 consultation and
will provide a genuine choice for the Council as we move to a preferred set of sites
that will be included in the draft Local Plan in summer 2013.

2.7.

The new site options are all at the larger and better served villages. As with the
2012 consultation, we have taken the view that any new sites suggested at smaller
villages (Group and Infill villages) are not considered suitable in principle for
possible allocation. This takes account of the fewer services and facilities and less
good public transport at these villages and also that we have identified a
significant number of dwellings potentially available at a range of sites in more
sustainable locations. Such sites have therefore not been assessed. Rejected
Site Options are listed in Appendix 3.
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Issue 1: Housing Site Options
The following list sets out 10 new site options for consultation. The Green
(G) indicates more sustainable sites with development potential (few
constraints or adverse impacts), and Amber (A) indicates less sustainable
sites, but where there is still development potential (some constraints or
adverse impacts). The site boundaries and approximate dwelling capacities
are indicative at this stage in the Local Plan making process.
The further site options are listed in alphabetical order within each village
category (which relates to the scale of services and facilities available locally
and access to public transport). Some villages have more than one site
option. Site options are proposed at:







Cambourne
Histon & Impington
Sawston (4 sites)
Melbourn (2 sites)
Waterbeach
Comberton

Note: Site options H3 and H5 at the Dales Manor Business Park, Sawston
overlap with each other and that H5 overlaps with Site Options 6 and 7 of the
2012 Issues and Options consultation. The net additional capacity is 100
homes. Also note that site option H9 at Waterbeach overlaps with Site
Option 50 of the 2012 Issues and Options consultation. The net additional
capacity is 75 homes. (Site Option GB6 in Part 1 would provide an additional
130 homes).
The site options provide for approximately 1,245 homes and are shown on
the Village Maps in Chapter 9. See also Issue 5 in Chapter 4, which could
bring forward around 1,500 additional homes in Cottenham under a Parish
Council proposal.

Question 1
A:

Which of the Site Options do you support or object to and why?

B:

Do you have any comments on sites rejected by the Council? (see
list in Appendix 3).

Please provide any comments.
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Site Option H1: Land at Cambourne Business Park
Site Size (ha):
8.08
Dwelling capacity:
240
SHLAA Reference:
303
Representation number:
45370
Pros:
 Site within village already allocated for development.
 No adverse landscape or townscape impacts.
 Land has been allocated for many years without being developed for employment.
 Close to services and facilities, including new secondary school.
Cons:
 Loss of employment land.
 Difficult to integrate with residential neighbourhoods of Cambourne.
12
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Site Option H2: Former Bishops Hardware Store, Station Road, Histon
Site Size (ha):
0.22
Dwelling capacity:
Minimum of 10, potentially 30
dwellings or more
SHLAA Reference:
308
Representation number:
39452
Pros:
 Redevelopment could improve local townscape and environment.
 Adjacent to guided bus.
 Good accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport.
Cons:
 Distance from local services and facilities.
 Potential for noise nuisance from guided busway.
 Potential loss of retail floorspace.
Note: Histon and Impington Parish Council has put forward a proposal for mixed use development,
known as ‘Station’, which includes Site Option H2. This is considered in Chapter 4, Option PC1.

Site Option H3: Land at Dales Manor Business Park, Sawston
Site Size (ha):
2.06
Dwelling capacity:
60
SHLAA Reference:
310
Representation number:
37129
Pros:
 No impact on landscape or townscape.
 Would replace concrete batching and tarmac plants with benefits to local environment.
 Previously developed land.
Cons:
 Loss of employment land.
 Potential noise nuisance from existing employment uses.
 Not deliverable on its own.
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Site Option H4: Land north of White Field Way, Sawston
Site Size (ha):
6.6
Dwelling capacity:
90
SHLAA Reference:
311
Representation number:
39546
Pros:
 Limited impact on landscape setting.
 Would preserve green foreground to Sawston if no built development adjoining the
A1301.
 Sawston has a good range of local services and facilities.
Cons:
 Loss of Green Belt.
 Potential noise nuisance from A1301 and mainline railway.

Site Option H5: Former Marley Tiles site, Dale Manor Business Park, Sawston
Site Size (ha):
10.7
Dwelling capacity:
260
SHLAA Reference:
312
Representation number:
45030
Pros:
 No impact on landscape or townscape
 Includes new employment development with potential to more than replace any jobs
lost.
 Sawston has a good range of local services and facilities.
Cons:
 Loss of employment land.
 Potential noise nuisance from existing employment uses.
 Distance from local services and facilities.
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Site Option H6: Land north of Babraham Road, Sawston
Site Size (ha):
3.64
Dwelling capacity:
110
SHLAA Reference:
313 (2012 SHLAA Site 076)
Representation number:
29771
Pros:
 Limited impact on landscape setting.
 Potential to create new soft green edge to the village.
 Sawston has a good range of local services and facilities.
Cons:
 Loss of Green Belt.
 Potential noise nuisance from existing employment uses.
 Distance from local services and facilities.

Site Option H7: Land to the east of New Road, Melbourn
Site Size (ha):
9.02
Dwelling capacity:
205
SHLAA Reference:
320
Representation number:
41129
Pros:
 Limited impact on landscape setting if new soft green edge to south created.
 Good accessibility to a range of employment opportunities.
 Good accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport.
Cons:
 Major impact on landscape setting if development extends too far to the south.
 Distance from local services and facilities.
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Site Option H8: Orchard and land at East Farm, Melbourn
Site Size (ha):
2.83
Dwelling capacity:
65
SHLAA Reference:
331 (2012 SHLAA Site 176)
Representation number:
n/a
Pros:
 Limited impact on landscape setting if new soft green edge to south created.
 Good accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport.
 Good accessibility to a range of employment opportunities.
Cons:
 Distance from local services and facilities.
 Previously rejected site, only deliverable with Site Option H7 as otherwise would form
a promontory of development into open countryside.

Site Option H9: Land north of Bannold Road, Waterbeach
Site Size (ha):
4.01
Dwelling capacity:
90 (75 on land not previously
consulted on)
SHLAA Reference:
322 (overlaps part of 2012
SHLAA Site 155)
Representation number:
43882
Pros:
 No impact on landscape setting.
 Good accessibility to a range of employment opportunities.
 Good accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport.
Cons:
 Major impact on townscape through loss of green separation from Barracks unless
only part of site developed.
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Site Option H10: Land at Bennell Farm, West Street, Comberton
Site Size (ha):
6.27
Dwelling capacity:
115
SHLAA Reference:
326
Representation number:
39503
Pros:
 Limited impact on landscape setting if existing soft green edge retained.
 Submission proposes development at a low density to match local character.
 Good accessibility to a range of employment opportunities.
Cons:
 Loss of Green Belt.
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3.1.

E
Employm
ment

Th
he Local Plan
P
must allocate
a
lan
nd for emp
ployment de
evelopmennt to meet the long
te
erm needs of the district in plac es that are
e good for the econom
my and willl cause
th
he least harm to the built
b
and na
atural environment. The 2012 Issues and
d Options
co
onsultation
n explored the option s for future
e employm
ment levels over the next
n
20
ye
ears and where
w
provision could
d be focuse
ed. Part 1 of this seccond Issue
es and
O
Options con
nsultation also
a
consid
ders this issue for the
e Cambridgge fringe.
A
Approach in the Issu
ues and O ptions 201
12

3.2.

Th
he 2012 Isssues and Options co
onsultation
n sought vie
ews on whhether existing
em
mployment allocation
ns should b
be carried forward into the new
w plan, and whether
th
here were any
a other sites
s
that sshould be allocated
a
in
n the Locall Plan for
em
mployment. A total of
o six new sites were suggested
d. Rejecteed site options are
lissted in App
pendix 3.
New Site Option
O
Issue 2: Employm
ment Site O
Option
All of the sites have
e been testted through an asses
ssment of ttheir availa
ability,
suitabilityy and deliverability, in
n combinattion with a sustainab ility appraisal.
The asse
essments can
c be foun
nd in the In
nitial Susta
ainability R
Report 2013
3
(Appendiices 5-7). One site iss considere
ed to be an
n option foor consultattion at
the forme
er Thyssen
nKrup Plan
nt, Bourn Airfield,
A
and
d is shown on the Village
Map in Chapter
C
9.

Question
n 2:
A:

Do you supp
port or obje
ect to the Site Optio
on at Form
mer Thyss
senKrup
Plant, Bourn Airfield, B
Bourn, and
d why?

B:

ments on sites rejec
cted by th
he Councill? (see
Do you have any comm
list in Appendix 3).

Please provide any
y commentts.
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Siite Option E1: Form
mer Thysse
enKrup Plant, Bourn Airfield,, Bourn
Site
S Size ((ha):
9.4
9

Represent
R
tation num
mber:
42509
4

Prros:
 Existing
g site in em
mployment use.
 Opportu
unity to red
develop site
e to provide employm
ment for Boourn Airfielld new
village option
o
if se
elected.
 Potentia
al to replac
ce existing site with alternative
a
types
t
of em
mployment to
addresss noise issu
ues.
Co
ons:
 If Bourn
n Airfield ne
ew village o
option is not selected
d, site is reelatively iso
olated.
Es
stablished
d Employm
ment Area
as in the Countrysid
C
de – Site B
Boundarie
es
3.3.

Th
he current development plan id
dentifies 12
2 areas as Establisheed Employ
yment
Areas in the
e Countryside. The p
plan allows
s employment develoopment within these
arreas, subje
ect to requirements o
of other pollicies in the
e plan.
Issue 3: Boundary
y of Estab
blished Em
mployment Area at G
Granta Pa
ark
A representation was
w made to
o the Coun
ncil’s 2012 Issues annd Options
consultattion which indicated tthat the bo
oundary of the Grantaa Park site
e at
Great Ab
bington doe
es not refle
ect the esta
ablished area, particuularly phas
se 2 of
the development which
w
now h
has planning permiss
sion. It is pproposed that
t
the
area con
nsistent with the perm
mission is in
ncluded in the policy area.
Option E2:
E Granta
a Park the proposed change to the bounddary of the
Establish
hed Employment Are
ea is shown
n on the Map in Chappter 9.
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Question
n 3:
Do you support
s
orr object to
o the revis
sed bound
dary to thee Granta Park
P
Establish
hed Emplo
oyment A rea bound
dary, and why?
w
Please prrovide any
y comment s.
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4.1.

M
Mixed
use Deve
elopme
ent

he Council has received propo sals from Histon
H
and
d Impingtonn and from
m
Th
Cottenham Parish Cou
uncils as p
part of the proposal
p
th
hat the Loccal Plan inc
cludes
co
ommunity initiatives that
t
local p
parish coun
ncils would
d otherwisee have wished to put
in
n neighbourhood plan
ns.
Issue 4: Parish Co
ouncil Pro
oposal for ‘Station’, Histon an
nd Impington
Histon an
nd Impingtton Parish Council is seeking to
o proactiveely design a
special area
a
in Histton and Im
mpington arround the former
f
stattion, which
h is now
a stop on
n the Guide
ed Buswayy. The pro
oposal is to
o use this kkey area to
o make
significan
nt use of th
he Buswayy in order to
o encourag
ge sensitivve redevelo
opment
of this arrea and to stimulate ccommercia
al activity and
a to encoourage local
employm
ment which has recen
ntly decline
ed. They call
c this prooposal ‘Sta
ation’. It
is ready for
f redevelopment. T
Their vision is that ‘S
Station’ will form a vib
brant
‘gatewayy’ to the community a
and should be a mixe
ed develop ment of ho
ousing,
businessses, private
e and publiic sector space and community
c
y amenities
s, with
simple ca
afes and ta
akeaways to more so
ophisticated restauraants and wine bars,
along witth open sp
pace and sttreet art. They
T
hope the area w
will be deve
eloped
to form a vibrant ‘gateway’ to
o the comm
munity. The
e Parish C
Council will
welcome
e early app
proaches frrom develo
opers wishiing to engaage in the above
developm
ment so tha
at approprriate schem
mes can be
e developeed before plans
p
are
submitted.
The Parish Council’s full prop
posal and a map of th
he area is contained at
Appendixx 2. This proposal
p
iss consisten
nt with the Local
L
Plann but called
d a PC
proposal to highligh
ht that it co
omes from the Parish
h Council.
Note: A promoter
p
has
h put forw
ward a pro
oposal for housing
h
onn part of the
e
‘Station’ land. See
e also Site Option H2 in Chapter 2, Housinng.
Option PC1:
P
Paris
sh Counci l’s regene
eration pro
oposal, ‘S
Station’, Hiiston
and Imp
pington is shown
s
on tthe Village
e Map in Chapter 9.

Question
n 4:
Do you support
s
orr object to
o the proposal by Histon and Impington
Parish Council
C
forr ‘Station’ in Histon and Impin
ngton and
d why?
Please provide any
y commentts.
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Issue 5: Parish Co
ouncil pro
oposal to reinvigora
r
ate Cotten ham throu
ugh a
development of homes, job
bs, shops,, schools, communiity uses and
possibly
y a bypass
s
Through the Local Plan, unde
er the new
w approach of ‘localism
m’, Cottenham
Parish Council
C
wou
uld like to p
promote a project designed to rreinvigoratte the
village byy delivering
g new emp
ployment, potentially around 1,5500 homes,
schools, local shop
ps, recreatiion open space
s
and other
o
suppporting use
es
necessary to restore Cottenh
ham’s statu
us as a Rural Centre..
The Parish Council has identtified land for
f this prim
marily to thhe east of the
t
village. Three
T
parcels of land
d are identified in this area total ling 100 he
ectares.
The area
a is bounde
ed to:
•
•
•
•

th
he north by
y High Stre et and Twe
enty Pence
e Road,
th
he west by Rooks Strreet/Coolidge Garden
ns,
th
he south by
y Long Dro
ove, and
th
he east by Alboro
A
Clo
ose Drove.

A fourth parcel of la
and to the west of the
e village att Ramptonn Road also
o forms
part of th
he Parish Council’s
C
p
proposal wh
hich is ano
other 9.8 heectares in area.
The Parish Council suggestss that this developme
d
nt could innclude the
provision
n of a bypa
ass linking Twenty Pe
ence Road
d and Histoon Road an
nd this
would be
e funded th
hrough the developm
ment.
This prop
posal is at a very earrly stage off developm
ment and thhe Parish Council
C
will use the
t Januarry / Februa
ary consulta
ation to gauge publicc support and
a to
develop its proposa
als. This m
may include
e revisions to the areea of land that the
Parish Council
C
con
nsiders neccessary to reinvigoratte Cottenhham and se
ecure
the bypa
ass. The co
onsultation
n response
es will help the Parishh Council decide
d
by May 2013
2
wheth
her to ask the Distric
ct Council to include tthe scheme in the
draft Loccal Plan or whether in
nstead to prepare
p
its own Neighhbourhood
d
Developm
ment Plan. Inquiriess about the
ese proposa
als should be directe
ed to
Cottenha
am Parish Council.
Note: Asssessments
s of some of the land
d within the
ese areas w
were includ
ded in
the District Councill’s 2012 Sttrategic Ho
ousing Land Availabillity Assess
sment
and parcel s were nott selected as site opttions for the
(SHLAA)). These la
2012 Issues and Options
O
con
nsultation. They are now includded in this
consultattion speciffically as pa
art of the Parish
P
Cou
uncil’s propposal to
reinvigorrate Cotten
nham. See
e SHLAA sites
s
128, 241
2 and 2669
(www.sccambs.gov..uk/ldf/shla
aa).
Option PC2:
P
Paris
sh Counciil’s propos
sal to reinvigorate C
Cottenham
m is
shown on the Villag
ge Map in Chapter 9.
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Question
n 5:
Do you support or object to the devellopments proposed
d by Cottenham
Parish Co
ouncil, tha
at are gea red to pro
ovide jobs, satisfy aaffordable
housing needs, pro
ovide recrreational and
a shopp
ping facilitties, and fund
f
a
by-pass, and if so why?
Please prrovide any commentss.
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Chapter 5
5.1.

Village Frameworks

Plans for South Cambridgeshire have included village frameworks for a number of
years, to define the extent of the built-up area of villages. They have had the
advantage of preventing gradual expansion of villages into open countryside in an
uncontrolled and unplanned way. They also provide certainty to local communities
and developers of the Council’s approach to development in villages.
Approach in Issues and Options 2012

5.2.

In the 2012 Issues and Options consultation the Council asked what approach
should be taken towards village frameworks in the new Local Plan (Issue 15);
whether or not to retain the boundaries, or whether to allow additional
development on the edge of villages, controlled through policy. The comments the
Council received to this issue will be considered when preparing the draft Local
Plan next summer and so the Council has not reached a view at this stage which
approach to take.

5.3.

The 2012 consultation also gave the opportunity for suggestions where existing
village framework boundaries may not be not drawn appropriately. The Council
received 73 representations proposing amendments to village framework
boundaries. We wish to take the opportunity of this consultation to ask what your
views are of these proposed changes, should village frameworks as an approach
be carried forward into the new plan.

5.4.

A complete list of the 63 suggested village framework amendments, together with
the Council’s assessment of them, can be found in Appendix 9 of the Initial
Sustainability Report 2013.
Options Consistent with the Normal Local Plan Approach

5.5.

The Council has assessed the suggested amendments against our normal criteria
which have been tested by Planning Inspectors. Village frameworks are defined to
take into account the present extent of the built-up area plus development
committed by planning permissions and other proposals in the Development Plan.
They exclude buildings associated with countryside uses (e.g. farm buildings,
houses with agricultural occupancy conditions or affordable housing schemes
permitted as ‘exceptions’ to policy). In addition, small clusters of houses or areas
of scattered development isolated in open countryside or detached from the main
concentration of buildings within a village are also excluded. Boundaries may also
cut across large gardens where the scale and character of the land relates more to
the surrounding countryside than the built-up area.
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Issue 6: Village Frramework
k Changes
s
Those su
uggested changes
c
th
hat meet th
he Council’s approachh to identiffying
village fra
ameworks have been
n included in Table 5.1
5 below ffor comment.
They are
e shown on
n the Villag
ge Maps in Chapter 9.
9
Some of the sugge
ested amen
ndments to
o village fra
ameworks have also been
put forwa
ard for consideration as housing allocations and aree considere
ed in
Chapter 2. If any of
o the houssing sites are
a be alloc
cated for ddevelopment in the
draft Loccal Plan, there would be a cons
sequential amendmen
a
nt of the village
framewo
ork to includ
de the site within the boundary.

Question
n6
A: Whic
ch of the potential
p
a
amendmen
nts to villa
age framew
works do you
supp
port or objject to and
d why?
Please prrovide any
y comment s.

Ta
able 5.1 Village
V
Framework O
Options
O
Option
No.
V
VF1

Village

Locattion

Descrip
ption

C
Caldecote

Eastern edge
of Calde
ecote

Re
efine frame
ework alon g the easte
ern edge
of Caldecote
e to ensuree a consiste
ent
ap
pproach.

Chitterin
ng

De
efine new village
v
fram
mework forr
Ch
hittering. Suggestion by Waterb
beach
Pa
arish Council. Wouldd be include
ed as an
Inffill Village.

V
VF2

C
Chittering

V
VF3

Combertton
C
Comberton
Village
College

Inc
clude all th
he college bbuildings within
w
the
villlage frame
ework, withh conseque
ential
rem
moval of th
he buildinggs from the
e Green
Be
elt.

V
VF4

Guilden
G
M
Morden

High Stre
reet

Inc
clude all off 74 High S
Street and also
inc
clude 76 an
nd 82 Highh Street.

V
VF5

M
Meldreth

Land at 97a
North En
nd

Inc
clude whole of propeerty.
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Option
No.

VF6

VF7

VF8

5.6.

Village

Location

Description

London
Road,
Pampisford

Suggestion that land should be included
in the Sawston village framework for
planning purposes rather than
Pampisford framework (within Pampisford
Parish). (With consequential amendment
to include housing at western end of
Brewery Road).

Toft

Land at 46
High Street

Include dwelling with planning
permission, which will straddle the
existing boundary. Suggestion by Toft
Parish Council.

Toft

Land at Old
Farm
Business
Centre

Include employment building with
planning permission. Suggestion by Toft
Parish Council.

Sawston

It should be noted that due to changes to the Ordnance Survey base map there
are some instances where village framework boundaries are shown close to, but
no longer following lines on the base map. No changes have been made on the
ground, this is a technicality arising as a result of more accurate mapping
technologies and ”corrections” will be made when the Draft Local Plan is published
in the summer.
Parish Council Proposals

5.7.

A number of suggested amendments to village frameworks were put forward by
Parish Councils to the summer consultation. Those considered consistent with the
Council’s approach have been included as potential amendments in Table 5.1
above. However, some of the suggested amendments to village frameworks
proposed by Parish Councils are not consistent with the Council’s approach.
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Issue 7: Parish Co
ouncil Villlage Fram
mework Pro
oposals
As the Council
C
is engaging
e
w
with Parish Councils to explore hhow to me
eet local
aspiratio
ons, including where vvillages ma
ay wish to take a moore flexible
approach
h to develo
opment, th ose sugge
ested amen
ndments w
which do no
ot meet
the Coun
ncil’s appro
oach are in
ncluded in Table 5.2 for commeent. These
e
changess could pote
entially allo
ow more developmen
nt on the eedge of the
e village
concerne
ed. We hav
ve explaine
ed why the
ese sugges
stions do nnot meet our
normal te
ests, but th
his is for in formation only and is
s not intendded to imp
ply that
the chan
nge should not be ma
ade under the
t commu
unity-led p art of the Local
L
Plan, if consultation
c
n demonsttrates there
e is local support. Thhe only tes
st which
should be
b applied is
i whetherr these proposals are
e in generaal conformitty with
strategicc policies in
n the Locall Plan.

Question
n 7:
Which off the Paris
sh Counciil propose
ed amendm
ments to vvillage
framewo
orks do yo
ou supportt or objectt to and why?
w
Please provide any
y commentts.

Ta
able 5.2: Parish
P
Cou
uncil Prop
posed Cha
anges to Village
V
Fraameworks
s
R
Ref. No.

Village

Pa
arish Council
Proposa
al

Locattion

Inc
clude ‘white
e
lan
nd’ between
n the
currrent Village
Fra
amework and
a
Gre
een Belt.

P
PC3

Land n orth
of Wesst
Comberton
Street

P
PC4

Land
boundi ng 6
Primrosse
Hill

Little
Gransden

36

Exttend
fram
mework to
inc
clude obvio
ous
infill sites.

D
District Co
ouncil’s
comm
ment
Scrrub land, separated
from
m the adjoining
houuse and ga
arden by a
heddge. Has a rural
chaaracter with
h
agrricultural la
and
beyyond and is
s not part
of tthe built-up
p area.
Triaangular pa
addock
withh trees and
d out
builldings, parrt of the
settting of a Liisted
Buiilding and the
t
Connservation Area.
Rurral charactter and nott
parrt of the built-up
areea.
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Ref. No.

PC5

PC6

PC7

PC8

PC9

PC10

PC11

Village

Little
Gransden

Little
Gransden

Location

South of
Main Road

Church
Street

Extend
framework to
include obvious
infill sites.

West of
Primrose
Walk

Little
Gransden

Land
opposite
Primrose
Walk

Toft

Offices and
barns near
Golf Club

Whaddon

Extend
framework to
include obvious
infill sites.

Extend
framework to
include obvious
infill sites.

Little
Gransden

Whaddon

Parish Council
Proposal

Extend
framework to
include obvious
infill sites.

Include offices
and barns within
Village
Framework.

Land west
of 97
Meldreth
Road

There are parts
of Whaddon that
do not follow
specific
boundaries.

Land east
of 123
Meldreth
Road

There are parts
of Whaddon that
do not follow
specific
boundaries.
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District Council’s
comment
Low density, sporadic
properties along one
side of the road, with
open paddocks
opposite. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area.
Low density and
sporadic development
beyond number 22,
Leafy, single track
road. Rural character
and not part of the
built-up area.
Area of overgrown
land to north and to
the south the land is
more open. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area
Area of paddock with
mature trees along the
Primrose Hill road
frontage. Previous
planning permission
granted for infill would continue road
frontage.
Two large barn-like
employment buildings
with hard standing.
Rural character and
not part of the built-up
area.
Grassland and mature
trees, with parkland
character. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area.
Arable field bound by
hedgerow. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area.
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Ref. No.

PC12

PC13

Village

Whaddon

Whaddon

Location
Land at
129
Meldreth
Road

Land south
of Meldreth
Road

38

Parish Council
Proposal
There are parts
of Whaddon that
do not follow
specific
boundaries.
There are parts
of Whaddon that
do not follow
specific
boundaries.

District Council’s
comment
A property in large
grounds, accessed via
a long track. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area.
Two large houses and
outbuildings in large
grounds. Rural
character and not part
of the built-up area.
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Cambourne, South Cambridgeshire

South Camb
bridgeshire Local
L
Plan – Issues & Op
ptions 2: Partt 2 – South Cambridgesh
C
hire Further Site
S Options
Chapter 6

Commun
nity Facilities and Infrastrructure

Chapte
er 6
6.1.

C
Commu
nity Fac
cilities and
a Infrrastructture

A number of representations to tthe 2012 consultation
c
n sought pproposals in
n the
Lo
ocal Plan to
t provide communityy facilities or infrastru
ucture. Whhere reaso
onable
op
ptions exisst they are included in
n this cons
sultation to help inform
m the new
w Local
Plan.
Issue 8: Hospice
H
Provision
P
A represe
entation wa
as made to
o the Council’s 2012 Issues andd Options
consultation in relation to hosp
pice provis
sion. Hosp
pices providde palliativ
ve care
for the terrminally an
nd seriouslyy ill. They form an im
mportant paart of community
infrastructture and in
nclude the Arthur Ran
nk Hospice
e on Mill Ro
Road, Camb
bridge
and the East
E
Anglia Children’ss Hospices
s at Milton. Along witth Cambrid
dge City
Council, the Council is continu
uing to inve
estigate sitte options aas part of the
t
preparatio
on of the draft Local P
Plan.

Question 8:
Are there
e any sites
s which m ight be su
uitable for allocation
n for new
hospice provision?
p
?
Please pro
ovide any commentss.

Issue 9: Residentiial Moorin
ngs on the
e River Cam
o the Rive
er Cam hav
ve express
sed their diisappointm
ment
The Conservators of
2
consu
ultation did
d not identiify the Rive
er Cam as a piece off major
that the 2012
infrastruccture. The
e Council re
ecognises the importtance of thee river to the
district an
nd will ens
sure this is included in
n the new Local Plann. The
Conserva
ators specifically see
ek the alloc
cation of a marina forr ‘offline’
residentia
al mooring
gs for 60-80
0 narrowbo
oats on the
e River Ca m at Ches
sterton
Fen, eacch between
n 15-20m in
n length. The
T Cambridge Locaal Plan 200
06 has
an alloca
ation adjace
ent to the a
administra
ative bound
dary in Cheesterton Fe
en for
off-river moorings
m
and
a the Citty Council is consultin
ng in its Paart 2 Issues and
Options 2 consultattion on wh ether to ca
arry forwarrd the alloccation. Lan
nd
adjoining
g the City site
s in Soutth Cambrid
dgeshire co
ould be connsidered to
o
provide a larger site
e, subject tto detailed
d considera
ation, althoough this would
w
not provide the sca
ale of site th
he Conserrvators are seeking. No specific
proposal has been put forwarrd and furth
her work would
w
needd to be don
ne to
demonstrate wheth
her an apprropriate sc
cheme could be achieeved, havin
ng
regard to
o the sensittivity of the
e river frontage. It is put
p forwardd for consu
ultation
to explore the potential of thiss site.
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Option CF
F1: Reside
ential Moo
orings at Fen
F Road is shown oon the Milto
on Fen
Road Map
p in Chapte
er 9.

Question
n 9:
Do you support or object to the site option
o
for a residenttial moorin
ngs at
Fen Road
d and why
y?
Please pro
ovide any commentss.

ntial Mooriings at Fen Road
Option CF1: Residen

Representaation Num
mbers:
47
7073
47
7074
47
7075

Prros:






eld site witth the pote
ential for offf river moo
orings whicch could ea
ase some of
o
Greenfie
the cong
gestion on this part o
of the river.
Close to
o outdoor sports
s
facil ities and accessible
a
natural greeenspace.
Close to
o proposed
d Cambridg
ge Science
e Park railw
way stationn.
Good cyycling links
s.
Potentia
al to enhan
nce riparian
n habitats.

Co
ons:





Distance
e from City
y and locall centres.
Known archaeolog
a
gy in the viicinity, deta
ailed asses
ssment woould be req
quired
ahead of
o any deve
elopment.
Impact on
o landsca
ape and loccal charactter.
Impact on
o riverside path wou
uld need to
o be addre
essed.
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Issue 10: Provision
n of New B
Burial Gro
ounds
Gamlingay Parish Council
C
sou
ught to sec
cure a site for
f a buriall ground in
n the
last plan but
b was no
ot able to co
onvince the Local Pla
an Inspecttors of the need
for provision of a new burial grround in th
he short terrm or the ssuitability of the
site then under
u
cons
sideration. Gamlinga
ay Parish Council
C
hass made
representa
ations seeking advic e in the ne
ew Local Plan on how
w to provide a
new buria
al ground. Hauxton P
Parish Council has made repressentations
seeking a burial site
e for the villlage but ha
as not prov
vided a parrticular site
e.

Question 10:
Do you ow
wn land th
hat could provide suitable ne
ew burial g
ground fac
cilities
to meet needs
n
overr the next 20 years for:
A:

Gam
mlingay

B:

Haux
xton

Please pro
ovide any commentss.

43

Chapter 7
Recreation and Open Space

Orchard Park, South Cambridgeshire

South Camb
bridgeshire Local
L
Plan – Issues & Op
ptions 2: Partt 2 – South Cambridgesh
C
hire Further Site
S Options
Chapter 7

Recreatio
on and Open
n Space

Chapte
er 7
7.1.

R
Recreat
ion and
d Open Space
S

he 2012 Isssues and Options co
onsultation
n sought vie
ews on whhether there
e should
Th
be
e any additional alloc
cations for recreation
nal open sp
pace in thee new Loca
al Plan.
Issue 11: Recreatiion and O
Open Space
A numbe
er of sites for
f new pub
blic open space
s
have
e been sugggested by
y Parish
Councils. In all cas
ses the opttions are in
n villages where
w
there
re is a shorrtfall in
provision
n against th
he Council ’s adopted
d (and prop
posed) stanndards for sport
and play provision. Whilst the
e plan can allocate open
o
spacee, delivery will be a
matter fo
or the Paris
sh Council or other bo
odies.
These arre shown on
o the Villa
age Maps in Chapter 9.

Question
n 11:
Which off the site options
o
fo
or open sp
pace do yo
ou supporrt or objec
ct to and
why?
Please prrovide any
y commentss.
S
Site Option R1: Land known a
as Bypass
s Farm, West
W
of Cotttenham Road,
R
H
Histon
Site
S Size ((ha):
4.8
4

Represent
R
tation num
mber:
47253
4

P
Pros:
 Would increase open
o
spacce provision
n in north of
o village.
 Near to
o public tra
ansport rou
ute.
 Potenttial for land
dscape / bi odiversity enhancem
ment
C
Cons:
 Green Belt – Any
y built deve
elopment to
t support recreation uses (e.g. changing
rooms) in this op
pen flat land
dscape co
ould impactt on long-ddistance vie
ews, and
would need to be
e carefully sited and landscaped.
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Site Option R2: East of Railway Line, South of Grahams Road, Great
Shelford
Site Size (ha):
3.5

Representation number:
41130

Pros:
 Could provide access to informal recreation e.g. countryside access, dog
walking.
Cons:



Land has a countryside parkland character, unsuitable for formal recreation
(e.g. pitches, equipped play).
Poor highways access, no potential for onsite car parking.

Site Option R3: Grange Field, Church Street, Great Shelford
Site Size (ha):
2.5

Representation number:
41130

Pros:


Adjoins existing recreation ground, with existing parking and facilities.

Cons:


The impact of additional pitches on planned parking levels would need to be
considered.

48

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan – Issues & Options 2: Part 2 – South Cambridgeshire Further Site Options
Chapter 7

Recreation and Open Space

Site Option R4: North of former EDF site, Ely road, Milton
Site Size (ha):
3.1

Representation number:
36397

Pros:


Adjoins area already planned for new pitches, with pavilion and car park.

Cons:


The impact of additional pitches on planned parking levels would need to be
considered.
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Chapter 8
8.1.

Protecting Village Character

Current plans for South Cambridgeshire include designations to protect
undeveloped areas and road frontages that are important to the local amenity and
character of villages and should be protected from harmful development. These
are Protected Village Amenity Areas (PVAA) and Important Countryside Frontages
(ICF).
Protected Village Amenity Areas and Local Green Space

8.2.

In the Council’s existing plans, open areas within villages have been identified as
Protected Village Amenity Areas (PVAA) where they lie within the village
framework, where the risk of harm is greatest, and they are important to the
character, amenity, tranquillity or function of the village. Some PVAAs may have
important functions for the village such as allotments, recreation grounds and
playing fields, whilst others have an important role in providing a setting for
buildings and offer tranquil areas where there is minimum activity. Not all PVAAs
have public access and some are undeveloped areas such as private gardens.
They also vary from those that are very open to views to those that may be
enclosed or semi-enclosed.
Approach in Issues and Options 2012

8.3.

The existing PVAA policy has successfully protected these areas and an issue
raised in the 2012 Issues and Options consultation was whether to review the
existing areas protected within villages and consider if any additional ones should
be identified. A further issue raised was whether to include a policy for the new
designation of Local Green Space, introduced by the NPPF, and whether any
particular spaces should be identified.

8.4.

The consultation recognised that there are similarities between PVAAs and the
new Local Green Spaces (LGSs), although it commented that the level of
protection given by the PVAA policy is not as strong and not all PVAAs may be
suitable for the LGS designation. A LGS could also be located on the edge of a
village beyond the development framework, whereas PVAAs have been identified
within villages only. The new Local Green Space (LGS) designation is for green
areas of particular importance to local communities, which once designated can
prevent new development.

8.5.

The Council has received much support from both Parish Councils and individuals
for retaining PVAAs and for the introduction of LGS within the future Local Plan. A
limited number of objectors considered it duplication to have both designations
and that in order to align with the NPPF that LGS should be the policy to have in
the new Local Plan. The Council will decide whether the new Local Plan should
retain PVAAs and introduce LGS or whether to just have one policy to protect land
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in and close to villages, having regard to comments received, and no view has
been reached at this stage.
8.6.

A significant number of new areas have been put forward for consideration in
response to the 2012 consultation, and a few existing PVAAs have been
questioned.

8.7.

The Council has given further consideration to the differences and similarities
between LGS and PVAAs, in Appendix 12 of the Initial Sustainability Report 2013.
There is guidance within the NPPF as to when LGS designation should be used
and this has been compared with the criteria that has been used for identifying
PVAAs. This work has concluded that LGSs and PVAAs are very similar apart
from the fact that PVAAs can only be identified within a village.

8.8.

The criteria used for assessing the sites are as follows:
Criteria for Assessing Sites







8.9.

The green area must be demonstrably special to a local community;
The green space must hold a particular local significance, for example
because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including
as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;
The green space must be in reasonably close proximity to the
community it serves;
The green area must be local in character and not be an extensive tract
of land;
Most green areas or open space will not be appropriate. Must be
consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and
complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential
services.

The assessments of these sites are included in Appendix 12 of the Initial
Sustainability Report 2013. Each site has been assessed as to whether it could
meet the criteria for both PVAA and LGS - the key difference for PVAAs is the
need to be within a village framework. The sites that have met the tests for PVAA
and/or LGS are included in the following table. The sites that are within the village
framework have been grouped together as these could meet both the test for
PVAA and LGS. Those outside the framework would only meet the test for LGS.
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Issue 12: Protecting Important Green Spaces
For the purposes of this consultation, the sites suggested and assessed as
meeting the main tests for designation as either a Protected Village Amenity
Area or the new Local Green Space are put forward in a single list to seek
local views on their importance to village character and amenity. Table 8.1
below identifies whether they are inside or outside the village framework for
information but please comment on any of the sites and their importance to
you as local open green spaces. The Council will ensure that the new Local
Plan includes suitable designations to ensure that all areas identified as
being of importance are protected in an appropriate way, taking account of
your views. Table 8.1 also identifies where the site has been suggested by
the Parish Council.
These are shown on the Village Maps in Chapter 9.

Question 12:
Which of the potential important green spaces do you support or object
to and why?
Please provide any comments.

Table 8.1 Potential Important Green Spaces to be Protected
Sites inside village framework
Site outside village framework
Option
No.

Village

G1

Bassingbourn

G2

Bassingbourn

Site Location / Address
Play area and open space
in Elbourn Way
South of the road
Play area and open space
owned by the Parish
Council in Fortune Way

G3

Bassingbourn

The Rouses

G4

Bassingbourn

The play area and open
space in Elbourn Way
North of the road
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Comment
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
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Option
No.

Village

Site Location / Address
Recreation sports field off
Furlong Way
Land north of Jeavons
Lane, north of Monkfield
Way
Land south of Jeavons
Wood Primary School
Cambourne Recreation
Ground, Back Lane (2)
Cambourne, land east of
Sterling Way
Land east of Sterling Way,
north of Brace Dein
Land north of School Lane,
west of Woodfield Lane

G5

Caldecote

G6

Cambourne

G7

Cambourne

G8

Cambourne

G9

Cambourne

G10

Cambourne

G11

Cambourne

G12

Cambourne

Land east of Greenbank

G13

Cambourne

Land north of School Lane,
west of Broad Street

G14

Cambourne

Cambourne Recreation
Ground, Back Lane (1)

G15

Cambourne

G16

Cambourne

G17
G18

Cottenham
Cottenham

G19

Cottenham

G20
G21
G22
G23

Cottenham
Cottenham
Cottenham
Cottenham

G24

Cottenham

G25
G26

Cottenham
Cottenham

Land north of Green
Common Farm, west of
Broadway
Landscaped areas within
village and around edge of
village
All Saints Church
Moat
Broad Lane - High Street
Junction
Land at Victory Way
Cemetery, Lamb Lane
Orchard Close
Coolidge Gardens
South of Brenda Gautry
Way
Dunstall Field
West of Sovereign Way

G27

Cottenham

Old Recreation Ground
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Comment
Outside village
framework
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Outside village
framework
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Option
No.

Village

Site Location / Address

G28

Cottenham

Recreation Ground and
Playing Fields

G29

Cottenham

Playing Fields

G30

Foxton

Foxton Recreation ground

G31

Foxton

The Green

G32

Foxton

The Dovecote meadow
Small parcel of land
between the Townley Hall
at the Fulbourn Centre and
the access road to the
same, and fronting Home
End
The field between Cox's
Drove, Cow Lane and the
railway line - as well as the
associated low-lying area
on Cow Lane adjacent to
the Horse Pond.

G33

Fulbourn

G34

Fulbourn

G35

Great Shelford

Land between Rectory
Farm and 26 Church Street

G36

Guilden
Morden

36 Dubbs Knoll Road

G37

Haslingfield

Recreation Ground

G38

Ickleton

G39
G40

Litlington
Litlington

Village green - opposite the
Church
Village Green
St Peter's Hill

G41

Litlington

Recreation Ground

G42

Little Abington

Scout Campsite, Church
Lane
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Comment
Outside village
framework
Outside village
framework
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal

Outside village
framework

Outside village
framework

Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Revise the boundary of
existing PVAA inside
village framework to
exclude the garden of
36 Dubbs Knoll Road.
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Inside village framework
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
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Option
No.

Village

Site Location / Address

G43

Little Abington

G44

Over

G45

Over

Willingham Road/west of
Mill Road

G46

Pampisford

The Spinney adjacent to 81
Brewery Road.

G47
G48
G49

Papworth
Everard
Papworth
Everard
Papworth
Everard

Bowling Green, High Street
Station Road/Turn Lane

Wood behind Pendragon
Hill
Jubilee Green
Baron’s Way Wood

G50

Papworth
Everard

Rectory Woods

G51

Papworth
Everard

Meadow at west end of
Church Lane

G52

Sawston

G53

Sawston

Challis Garden, Mill Lane
Spike Playing Field – open
space at end of South
Terrace

G54

Steeple
Morden

The Ransom Strip, Craft
Way

G55

Steeple
Morden

The Recreation Ground,
Hay Street

G56

Steeple
Morden

The Cowslip Meadow

G57

Steeple
Morden

Whiteponds Wood

G58

Toft

Land adjacent to 6 High
Street

G59

Toft

The Recreation Ground
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Comment
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Outside village
framework
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal
Inside village framework
Parish Council proposal
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan – Issues & Options 2: Part 2 – South Cambridgeshire Further Site Options
Chapter 8

Protecting Village Character

Option
No.
G60

Village
Toft

Site Location / Address
Home Meadow

Comment
Outside village
framework
Parish Council proposal

Parish Council Proposals
8.10.

A number of suggested sites for inclusion as PVAA and/or LGS were put forward
by Parish Councils. Those that were considered to meet the tests for either or
both designations have been included in Table 8.1 above.

Issue 13: Parish Council proposals for protecting important green
spaces
Some of the sites proposed by Parish Councils did not meet the tests
outlined in paragraph 8.8 for either recognised designation and to include
them as such would not be consistent with either the NPPF or the Council’s
approach. If Parish Councils wish to meet local aspirations by protecting
such sites, this would need to be done under another new designation if they
are to be included in the Local Plan. They are included in this consultation,
in Table 8.2, to seek local views on the importance of these areas. If there is
local support, we will work with the parish councils concerned to include
appropriate community-led policies in the Local Plan.
These are shown on the Village Maps in Chapter 9.

Question 13:
Which of the Parish Council proposed important green spaces do you
support or object to and why?
Please provide any comments.
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Table 8.2 Parish Council Proposed Important Green Spaces to be Protected
Ref.
No.

PC14

PC15

PC16

Village

Bassingbourn

Foxton

Gamlingay

Site Location /
Address

District Council’s comment

75 and 90 Spring
Lane; and the
junction with the
by-way at Ashwell
Street.

Highway and highway verges not a
suitable candidate for PVAA - not
‘green space’. Does not have
historic significance; recreational
value or amenity value to the
community. Not a tranquil location.
Therefore not considered a local
asset for protection as LGS.

The green area on
Station Road in
front of, and
beside, the Press
cottages

Wide grass verge following
western side of Station Road. It
has some trees within it creating a
rural character to this stretch of
road. As it is beside a road it
would not have a recreational
value or be tranquil.
Does not consider that it meets the
criteria for either a PVAA or LGS.

Dennis Green, The
Cinques, Mill Hill,
Little Heath, The
Heath
(Note: the Parish
Council has not
provided any map)

The Parish Council would like to
protect the particular settlement
pattern that Gamlingay has with its
numerous outlying hamlets namely
Dennis Green, The Cinques, Mill
Hill, Little Heath, The Heath. The
outlying hamlets are outside of
village framework of Gamlingay
and there would need to be
extensive coverage of LGS if it
were to be used to protect the
special local character of
Gamlingay and its hamlets.
Extensive nature is contrary to
guidance in NPPF.
LGS designation not appropriate.
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Ref.
No.

PC17

PC18

PC19

PC20

Village

Great Shelford

Great Shelford

Site Location /
Address

Grange field in
Church Street;

Field to the east of
the railway line on
the southern side
of Granhams
Road.

Haslingfield

Byron’s Pool

Milton

Field opposite
Tesco beside Jane
Coston Bridge
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District Council’s comment
Adjacent to recreation ground separated from it be a belt of trees.
It consists of open grassland that is
within the Green Belt and outside
of village framework. It does not
appear to have any distinguishing
features to it to be identified as
PVAA or LGS. The Parish Council
has also put this site forward as
open space to be allocated in the
Local Plan.
This is an area of open countryside
adjacent to the railway line divided
from north to south by a hedgeline
with trees. The site is within the
Cambridge Southern Fringe Area
Action Plan - CSF/5 Landscape,
Biodiversity, Recreation and Public
Access. It does not appear to
have any distinguishing features to
it to be identified as LGS.
The Parish Council has also put
this site forward as open space to
be allocated in the Local Plan.
This site is a Local Nature
Reserve. It is some distance from
the nearest village and therefore
not close to the local community. It
has wildlife value which is of
interest to the wider district
community rather than a local one.
Does not meet criteria for LGS.
Triangle of land on edge of Milton
adjacent to the A14. Land is within
Green Belt. Site outside of the
village framework. Not close to the
community to which it serves being
beyond the industrial park area
and Tesco supermarket.
Does not meet criteria for LGS.
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Ref.
No.

Village

Site Location /
Address

PC21

Papworth
Everard

Summer’s Hills
open space

PC22

Steeple
Morden

Tween Town
Wood

District Council’s comment
Open space sloping up from
bypass on the western side of
village adjacent to the new housing
development of Summer’s Hill.
This is an extensive area of open
space outside of the village
framework. The guidance in the
NPPF does not support the
identification of extensive areas of
open space as LGS.
This wood is in ownership of
Woodland Trust and is located to
the north of the village well outside
village framework. There are no
public footpaths from the village
and it is not in the Council’s
judgement reasonably close to the
community it serves.

Important Countryside Frontages
8.11.

In many places land with a strong countryside character penetrates or sweeps into
South Cambridgeshire villages or separates two parts of built-up areas. These
areas have been identified in existing plans to show that the frontage and the open
countryside beyond should be kept open and free from development to protect the
setting, character and appearance of the village.
Approach in Issues and Options 2012

8.12.

The existing Important Countryside Frontages policy has successfully protected
these views and an issue raised in the 2012 consultation was whether to retain the
existing policy and where existing Important Countryside Frontages (ICFs) should
be removed or any new ones should be identified.

8.13.

The Council has received much support for retaining the existing policy and a
number of new ICFs were suggested by Parish Councils and individuals. There
were only two requests for existing ICFs to be removed.

8.14.

The Council has assessed all the new suggestions for ICF ensuring that they meet
the following criteria:
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Criteria for Assessing ICFs

8.15.



Open views of wider countryside;



Open countryside separates two parts of the built up area;



Frontage and open countryside beyond should be kept open and free
from development to protect the setting, character and appearance of the
village.

The frontages that have met the test are included in Table 8.3.

Issue 14 – Important Countryside Frontages
For the purposes of this consultation the suggested new frontages that have
been assessed by the Council and found to meet the test required in the
existing policy for Important Countryside Frontages are put forward in a list to
seek the views of the local community.
These are shown on the Village Maps in Chapter 9.

Question 14:
Which of the proposed important countryside frontages do you support
or object to and why?
Please provide any comments.
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Table 8.3 Proposed Important Countryside Frontages
Ref.
No.

Village

F1

Great
Eversden

F2

Guilden
Morden

Site Location /
Address

South side of Church
Street / Wimpole Road
Great Eversden

District Council’s comment
Church Street for part of its length
between the Hoops and the Church is
in open countryside – with views both
to the south and north. The church is
not within a village framework and
therefore one of the criteria of
protecting countryside between two
parts of a village is not met by
identifying an ICF along this length of
road.

Consideration could be given to
protecting the character of the rural
edge to the south of the village by
identifying part of the south side of
Church Street nearest to the Hoop
within the village framework and from
the cross roads along the eastern
part of Wimpole Road up to property
no 38. This frontage has open views
of the countryside to the south of the
village and towards the church.
This frontage follows the road and
clearly brings a rural character to this
edge of the village. There are clear
views of the open countryside beyond
Suggest the open
with long views from the village. This
views of the
frontage and open countryside
countryside that
beyond should be kept open and free
extend north-west from
from development to protect the
Dubbs Knoll Road,
setting, character and appearance of
Guilden Morden (north
this part of Guilden Morden. Fox
of 33 Dubbs Knoll
Cottage is a listed building which
Road).
looks out over this frontage and its
setting would be adversely impacted
if the open countryside beyond where
to be developed.
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Ref.
No.

F3

Village

Guilden
Morden

Site Location /
Address

Area opposite 38-44
Dubbs Knoll Road
(south of 33 Dubbs
Knoll Road)

District Council’s comment
This frontage follows the road and
clearly brings a rural character to this
edge of the village. There is a wellestablished hedge along the
boundary which offers glimpses of the
countryside beyond. This frontage
creates a rural edge to the village and
the adjoining countryside should be
kept open and free from development
to protect the setting, character and
appearance of this part of Guilden
Morden.

Parish Council Proposals
8.16.

A number of frontages were put forward by Parish Councils. None of the
suggestions meet the tests for Important Countryside Frontages and therefore
have not been included in Table 8.3 above.
Issue 15: Parish Council Proposals for Important Countryside
Frontages
None of the frontages proposed by Parish Councils meet the tests for ICF. If
Parish Councils wish to meet local aspirations by protecting these frontages,
this would need to be done under another new designation if they are to be
included in the Local Plan. They are included in this consultation to seek
local views on the importance of these areas. If there is local support, we will
work with the Parish Councils concerned to see if we should include
appropriate community-led policies in the Local Plan.
These are shown on the Village Maps in Chapter 9.

Question 15:
Which of the Parish Council proposed important countryside frontages
do you support or object to and why?
Please provide any comments.
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Table 8.4 Parish Council Proposals for Important Countryside Frontages
Ref.
No.

Village

Site Location /
Address

PC24

Cambourne

Western and part of
southern edge of
Lower Cambourne

PC25

Cambourne

Southern edge of
Greater Cambourne

PC26

Cambourne

Southern edge of
Upper Cambourne
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District Council’s Comment
This frontage is extensive and
follows village framework boundary
of this part of Cambourne. It does
not follow a roadway but goes along
property boundaries that face or
back onto countryside. For the most
part it looks onto a bridleway so
views are not to open countryside.
This would not protect open views of
the village as is intended by the
creation of ICF. It would instead
protect the views of the countryside
available from those properties on
this edge of Lower Cambourne.
Neither does it separate two parts of
the village.
This frontage is extensive and
follows the village framework
boundary of Greater Cambourne. It
does not follow a roadway but goes
along property boundaries that face
or back onto the open countryside
This would not protect open views of
the village as is intended by the
creation of ICF. It would instead
protect the views of the open
countryside available from those
properties on this edge of Greater
Cambourne. Neither does it
separate two parts of the village.
This frontage is extensive and
follows the village framework
boundary of Upper Cambourne. It
does not follow a roadway but goes
along the property boundaries that
will be built that face or back onto
the open countryside. This would
not protect open views of the village
as is intended by the creation of
ICF. It would instead protect the
views of the open countryside
available from those properties on
this edge of Upper Cambourne.
Neither does it separate two parts of
the village.
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Ref.
No.

Village

Site Location /
Address

PC27

Gamlingay

Outlying hamlets
Dennis Green, The
Cinques, and the
Heath
(Note: the Parish
Council has not
provided any map)

PC28

Great
Shelford

Southern side of
Granhams Road Hill

PC29

Over

Longstanton Road

PC30

Over

New Road / Station
Road
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District Council’s Comment
Gamlingay has many outlying
hamlets which are part of the local
character and it has suggested that
the ICF policy be used to protect
this local character.
However it would not be appropriate
to designate many ICFs in order to
protect this particular character
since it is not the intention of this
policy to prevent infilling of
extensive areas such as is
described in the representation. It is
only frontages along a defined road
or boundary that could be
designated within this policy.
This frontage is located outside of
Great Shelford and therefore having
an ICF would not protect views out
from the village. It is in open
countryside so does not fulfil the
criteria for ICF.
This frontage is for most of its length
alongside an employment site in
Over with open countryside beyond.
The employment site is behind a tall
hedge and so the rural character of
the village is not necessarily
enhanced by its presence. An ICF
along this stretch of road would not
protect the rural character of this
part of Over.
All of these frontages along Station
Road and New Road are outside of
the village beyond the edge of the
rural/urban boundary. They are
rural in character. Therefore having
these lengths of road designated as
ICF would not be in the spirit of the
policy which is to protect views of
countryside looking from within a
village not looking from outside back
towards the village.
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Appendix 2 Proposal by Histon and Impington Parish Council
The following is a proposal to proactively design a special area in the Histon and
Impington settlement. The area is adjacent to and surrounds the former railway station,
now the Histon and Impington stop on the Cambridge Guided Busway (the Busway). The
proposal is to use this key area to make significant use of the Busway in order to
encourage sensitive development of this area and to stimulate commercial activity and to
encourage local employment which has recently declined.
We call the area for this proposal ‘Station’. It is ready for re-development. The wrong type
of development will remove the opportunity to underpin the sustainability of the settlement
and its rural centre status.
Station is the Histon station area including the Bishop's site, the station building and the
Clark Brothers’ yard to the west of Station Road and the businesses to its west on both
sides of the Guided Busway. It extends northwards along Station Road to include the
former EEDA building, eastwards to the boundary of the B1049 to include the businesses
behind the Station Stores, the Railway Vue pub and the recently restored Crossing
Keeper’s Hut and southwards to include the Bishop’s site. This is shown on the
accompanying map.
Station is the area first seen by persons getting off the guided bus in the settlement and
will be a gateway to the combined villages of Histon and Impington. Centred on the
Busway stop it will be a destination of choice for bus users and will be a popular
interchange for cyclists and bus users. By enhancing one of the intermediate stops on the
Busway as a destination (apart from those using the guided bus to commute to
employment on the Vision Park) it will enable higher utilisation of the Busway and increase
the return on its investment.
Station should be a mixed development of housing, private and public sector space and
community amenities. Our vision is that this area will have the following characteristics:
 a vibrant ‘gateway’ to the community;
 businesses offering goods and services to customers: each business gaining by the
footfall for others and in turn attracting its own footfall to benefit the other
businesses;
 several businesses will provide catering opportunities from simple cafes and
takeaways to more sophisticated restaurants and wine bars;
 businesses should be active at least from eight (morning) to eight (evening) for
many days with restaurants open until later;
 not only be a gateway but a destination for some requiring the specialist goods and
services (eg craft, organic foods, specialist advice);
 architecturally attractive, retaining the old Victorian buildings in a contemporary
context; and
 an open space with street art, the opportunity for community activities and for
businesses to extend their operations when weather permits.
Businesses which are based at Station will benefit from a substantial catchment of local
residents and from the many businesses on Vision Park and along Station Road.
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Proposal by Histon and Impington Parish Council

The Histon and Impington Parish Council, with support from many residents and
businesses, believes that Station provides a special opportunity to make a significant
improvement to a rural centre in order to maintain that status and at the same time
enhance the its sustainability.
The opportunity in this area for new housing will be limited but will be attractive because of
its proximity to the Busway and the convenience other local facilities. It will typically be
chosen by residents who choose to live sustainable lifestyles with minimal car usage. The
opening of the Chesterton Sidings station with Busway access will increase this
attractiveness. The Council notes that considerable new housing has been recently
brought forward already within walking distance of the Busway stop.
Private sector space will provide both employment and leisure opportunities. There will be
opportunities for craft workshops, professional services and restaurants. It is imagined that
there might also be a local government services 'hub' and/or that the County Council might
base its new archives centre there. The employment opportunities should be more
sustainable if there are sufficient to aid the mutual attractiveness of the area. The Council
would hope to see live/work premises included in the scheme, both to provide such an
opportunity which is sorely lacking in the village but also to encourage the vibrancy of the
area outside normal business hours.
As a result, these facilities will be a specialist and notable development, unmatched in the
area; they will attract visitors and encourage inward travel. This will significantly assist the
use of the Busway to an intermediate destination out of peak times (and indeed some
contra flow at peak commuting times).
Some open space (perhaps the area called ‘the Clark Space’) should be reserved as a
community amenity which will host a regular market and be a focus for evening
entertainment and other events. Already the environs of the rebuilt Crossing Keeper’s Hut
(a very small building located at the south east corner of the Coppice woodland) has been
used for community events and demonstrated the need.
Station will add to but be a part of Histon and Impington. It will complement facilities
offered elsewhere in the community and it will be easily accessible by local residents. And
this will provide the initial users whilst the marketing of the new facilities to a wider
catchment is undertaken. The community has good communication mechanisms alerting
residents to new developments.
It will be an exemplar of high quality 21st century design of an inclusive space. It will be
based on the highest standards of sustainability (with local and bus service access) and
will be a visually striking testament to local ambitions.
Specific policies to include:
 sites (marked with an ‘x’ on the plan) to be designated as suitable for development
as mixed use (commercial and retail, with some aligned residential use);
 restrictions on the development for purposes other than those envisioned in the
vision for sites marked ‘y’ (The station building and the Railway Vue public house)
and in particular the former station building to be retained in its current form and to
be used only for purposes consistent with the development of this important area;
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Proposal by Histon and Impington Parish Council

retention of the wall with the Chivers Clock on any development of the former EEDA
building;
inclusion of a significant open space bounded by mixed use (housing and
commercial) buildings (the above mentioned Clark Space);
high quality urban design enabling Victorian and latest 2012 architecture to co-exist
in harmony and latest available sustainable technologies; and
current green space will be preserved

We recommend that the above becomes a part of South Cambridgeshire District Council’s
development plan so that development in this area can be guided to the longer term
advantage both of those who invest in and the wider community of Histon and Impington.
Histon and Impington Parish Council will welcome early approaches from developers
wishing to engage in the above development so that appropriate schemes can be
developed before plans are submitted.
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Appendix 3 Schedule of Rejected Sites
A number of new sites were put forward for residential, employment and retail
development in the responses made to the Issues and Options 1 consultation. In addition
a number of sites already considered through the 2012 Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment (SHLAA), were resubmitted. In most cases the resubmission has not led to a
review of the existing SHLAA technical assessment.
Sites in villages and locations which do not meet SHLAA criteria have not been assessed
at this time, but will receive a response in due course. The SHLAA criteria relate to a
capacity to accommodate 10 or more dwellings, be of a strategic scale or be located within
or adjacent to a Rural centre, Minor Rural Centre or Better Served Group Village.
This schedule brings together into one place the technical assessments of rejected
housing, employment and retail sites (note that the housing assessments can be found in
the December 2012 SHLAA update, and the employment and retail assessments can be
found in the Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report - Supplementary Report to Accompany
the Issues and Options 2 (Part 2) document). Appendix 5 of the updated SHLAA
document includes detailed assessments and maps of the newly examined sites and can
be viewed on our website: www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan
Site Assessments of Rejected Housing Sites
SHLAA
Site
Number
305

Site Name/Address

Proposal

Score & Reason

Overall
Conclusion

Land east of The
Hectare, Walden Way
and Hobson’s Acre,
Great Shelford

45 dwellings for
affordable rented
accommodation (for
Great Shelford
Parochial Charities)
plus allotments.
Remainder of the site
to be sold to finance
the development
A mixture of housing
and landscaped public
open spaces areas

Red – Adverse impact
on Green Belt
purposes. Significant
adverse impact on
townscape and
landscape.

Rejected

Red – Adverse impact
on townscape and
landscape. Adverse
impact on Green Belt
purposes. Unsuitable
access.
Red – Major adverse
impact on Listed
Buildings and
Conservation Area.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape.

Rejected

306

Land west of 113,
Cottenham Road,
Histon

316

Land to rear of High
Street, Cottenham

100-150 dwellings
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Red – Major adverse
impact on Listed
Buildings and
Conservation Area.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape.
Red - Significant
adverse impacts on
townscape and
landscape.

Rejected

Red – Almost all of
site in flood zones 2
and 3. Significant
adverse impacts on
townscape and
landscape.
Red - Major adverse
Residential
impact on Listed
development with
Buildings and
village hall, public car
Conservation Area.
park, and relocated
Spar shop with parking Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and turning space for
and landscape.
lorries
Access concerns.
Housing or mixed use
Red – Significant
development
adverse impact on
Green Belt purposes.
Air quality, noise and
odour concerns.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape.
Access concerns.
Red - Air quality and
60+ dwellings on this
noise concerns.
site, adjacent site in
Townscape and
Uttlesford District
landscape concerns.
Council additional
Access concerns.
0.75ha put forward in
UDC Draft Local Plan
consultation

Rejected

318

Land to the east of
Linton

Residential and open
space

321

Land at The
Ridgeway, Papworth
Everard

323

Land north of Rook
Grove, Willingham

Approximately 215
dwellings with
associated open
space, outdoor
recreation, strategic
landscaping,
allotments and a
community orchard.
Residential
development of
approximately 70
dwellings

324

Land north of High
Street, Bassingbourn

327

Land west of A10,
Milton

330

Land adjacent to
Whiteways, Ickleton
Road, Great
Chesterford
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Rejected

Rejected
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Site Assessments of Rejected Employment and Retail Sites
Site
Number
EM1

Site
Name/Address
Land between the A14
and Milton

Proposal

Score & Reason

Employment
development

EM2

Land south of park
and ride west of A10,
Milton

Employment
development

EM4

Land adjoining
Sawston Bypass,
Sawston

Employment
development.
B1/B2 Use Class, to
support expansion of
adjoining employment
site.

EM5

Land north of
Melbourn, south of the
A10 (CEMEX site)

RE1

Land off London Road,
Pampisford

Employment
Development (site has
also been proposed
for
residential
development)
Convenience goods
retail

Red - Significant
adverse impact on
Green Belt purposes.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape.
Red - Significant
adverse impact on
Green Belt purposes.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape. Odour
concerns.
Red - Significant
adverse impact on
Green Belt purposes.
Significant adverse
impacts on townscape
and landscape.
Potential for harm to
Site of Special
Scientific Interest
Red - Significant
adverse impacts on
townscape and
landscape.

RE2

Sawston Park,
Pampisford

Convenience goods
retail.
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Red - Negative
impacts on the vitality
and viability of the
village centre, distant
from village centre.
Red - Negative
impacts on the vitality
and viability of the
village centre, distant
from village centre.

Overall
Conclusion
Rejected

Rejected

Rejected

Rejected

Rejected

Rejected
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Affordable Housing

Allocated site
Assets of Local Importance

Best and most versatile
agricultural land
Better Served Group Villages

Biodiversity

Cambridge Sub-Region
Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Minerals and
Waste Plan

Community Assets Register

A wide variety of types and tenures of
housing where the common feature is that it
is subsidised in some way to make it
affordable to those who cannot afford a
home on the open market
Sites identified for development in a
development plan.
Undesignated buildings and structures of
special local architectural and historical
interest.
Land in grades 1, 2 and 3a of the
Agricultural Land Classification. (Source
NPPF)
Category within the settlement hierarchy
which ranks villages according to their
relative sustainability, services they provide,
and their role in the district. The Village
Classification Report (2012) identifies these
as Group Villages with a larger range of
services and facilities and/or better public
transport services, but they do not have as
much of a range as Minor Rural Centres.
Biodiversity is the variety of life in all its
forms. This includes the plant and animal
species that make up our wildlife and the
habitats in which they live.
Comprises Cambridge, South
Cambridgeshire and the Market Towns
Comprises a suite of documents including
the Core Strategy and Site Specific
Proposals Plan adopted by Cambridgeshire
County and Peterborough City Councils.
There is also an adopted Proposals Map,
which shows allocated sites and areas of
search for future minerals and waste
facilities, and safeguarding areas for existing
and future facilities.
The Localism Act 2011 requires local
authorities to maintain a list of assets of
community value which have been
nominated by the local community. When
listed assets come up for sale or change of
ownership, the Act then gives community
groups the time to develop a bid and raise
the money to bid to buy the asset when it
comes on the open market.
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Community Facilities

CIL

Community Infrastructure
Levy

CLP

Community Led (or Parish)
Plans (CLP)

Conservation Areas

CWS

County Wildlife Site

Designated heritage asset

Development plan

dph

Dwellings per hectare

East of England Plan 2008

These are facilities with uses falling within
Use Class D1 ‘Non-residential institutions’.
In addition the following sub-categories of
Class C2 ‘Residential Institutions’ are
considered to be community facilities:
hospitals, residential schools, colleges or
training centres.
A levy allowing local authorities to raise
funds from owners or developers of land
undertaking new building projects in their
area. (Source NPPF)
Community Led (or Parish) Plans give an
opportunity for local people to create their
own vision for a sustainable future and to
identify the action needed to achieve it.
These plans are a tool for identifying and
prioritising all the needs and aspirations of
the community.
Areas identified by the Council, which have
'special architectural or historic interest',
which makes them worth protecting and
improving.
County Wildlife Sites contain some of the
best areas of wildlife in Cambridgeshire.
They provide a valuable network of wildlife
resources across the county, along with
other wildlife sites. Many sites also support
rare or threatened plants and animals.
Although CWSs are not protected under
legislation, planning authorities need to
consider the potential impact on
development on CWSs as part of the
planning process.
A Scheduled Monument, Listed Building,
Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and
Garden, Registered Battlefield or
Conservation Area designated under the
relevant legislation. (Source NPPF)
This includes adopted Local Plans,
neighbourhood plans and is defined in
section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004. (Source NPPF)
The number of houses within a hectare of
land which indicates the density of the
development
Regional spatial strategy prepared for the
East of England by the Regional Planning
Body which includes South Cambridgeshire
district (See Regional Planning).
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Exception sites for Affordable
Housing

Green Belt

Green Infrastructure

Green Separation

Group Village

Heritage Asset

An exception site is currently a site that
provides 100% affordable housing provided
within or adjoining a rural settlement, as an
exception to normal planning policy.
A statutory designation made for the
purposes of: checking the unrestricted
sprawl of large built-up areas; preventing
neighbouring towns from merging into each
other; assisting in safeguarding the
countryside from encroachment; preserving
the setting and special character of historic
towns and assisting in urban regeneration
by encouraging the recycling of derelict and
other urban land.
Consists of multi-functional networks of
protected open space, woodlands, wildlife
habitat, parks, registered commons and
villages and town greens, nature reserves,
waterways and bodies of water, historic
parks and gardens and historic landscapes.
The area of open land required to keep
apart two separate communities and
maintain their individual identities.
Group villages are identified in Policy ST/6
of the Core Strategy DPD. They are
generally less sustainable locations for new
development than Rural Centres and Minor
Rural Centres, having fewer services and
facilities allowing only some of the basic
day-to-day requirements of their residents to
be met without the need to travel outside the
village. All Group Villages have at least a
primary school and limited development will
help maintain remaining services and
facilities and provide for affordable housing
to meet local needs.
A building, monument, site, place, area or
landscape identified as having a degree of
significance meriting consideration in
planning decisions because of its heritage
interest. Heritage asset includes designated
heritage assets and assets identified by the
local planning authority (including local
listing). (Source NPPF)
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Historic Environment

HCA

Homes and Communities
Agency

HRA

Habitat Regulations
Assessment

Infill Village

Informal Open Space

Infrastructure

All aspects of the environment resulting from
the interaction between people and places
through time, including all surviving physical
remains of past human activity, whether
visible, buried or submerged, and
landscaped and planted or managed flora.
(Source: NPPF)
The national housing and regeneration
agency for England and, since April 2012
the regulator for social housing providers.
The HCA provides grant funding for new
affordable housing and to improve existing
social housing, and provides advice and
support to partners in delivering new
housing and new communities.
The Habitats Directive (European Council
Directive 92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of
Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and
Fauna requires that the relevant competent
authority, when preparing any plans and
policy documents must carry out a ‘Habitat
Regulations Assessment’. South
Cambridgeshire District Council as the
relevant authority will have to carry out such
an assessment whilst preparing the South
Cambridgeshire Local Plan.
Infill villages are identified in Policy ST/7 of
the Core Strategy DPD. Infill-Only Villages
are generally amongst the smallest in South
Cambridgeshire. These villages have a poor
range of services and facilities and it is often
necessary for local residents to travel
outside the village for most of their daily
needs. These villages generally lack any
food shops, have no primary school and
may not have a permanent post office or a
village hall or meeting place.
Used by people of all ages for informal
unstructured recreation such as walking,
relaxing, or a focal point, ranging from
formal planted areas and meeting places to
wider, more natural spaces, including green
linkages.
Infrastructure is a term used to describe new
facilities, such as roads, community centres,
schools, IT provision and cycle paths, with a
development. It means anything that is
required, other than houses, to make a new
development work.
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LDF

Local Development
Framework

Listed Buildings

LEP

Local Enterprise Partnership

LGS

Local Green Space

Localism

A suite of planning related documents that
guide the development within the
administrative area they relate to - LDDs,
LDS, SCI etc. LDS. Local Development
Scheme Sets out the LDDs to be produced
over the next 3 years.
A building or structure of special
architectural or historic interest and included
in a list, approved by the Secretary of State.
The owner must get Listed Building Consent
to carry out alterations, which would affect
its character.
A body, designated by the Secretary of
State for Communities and Local
Government, established for the purpose of
creating or improving the conditions for
economic growth in an area. This region
has set up the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Local Enterprise Partnership.
The NPPF has introduced a new
designation of Local Green Space, to
identify and protect green areas of particular
importance to a local community. The NPPF
states that “the designation should only be
used: where the green space is in
reasonably close proximity to the community
it serves; where the green area is
demonstrably special to a local community
and holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its beauty, historic
significance, recreational value (including as
a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its
wildlife; and where the green area
concerned is local in character and is not an
extensive tract of land.
The Localism Act 2011 creates new
responsibilities and opportunities for local
communities to be actively involved in
planning.
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Local Plan

Local Planning Authority

LTP

Local Transport Plan

MRC

Minor Rural Centre

Mixed use development

NPPF

National Planning Policy
Framework

Sets out policies to guide the future
development of South Cambridgeshire. It
also sets out where future development will
take place, and identifies land for new
housing, community facilities, shops and
employment. In addition, the Local Plan
identifies land to be protected from
development, such as the Green Belt and
open
space. It is the key document used to
determine planning applications for new
development in the district.
The public authority whose duty it is to carry
out specific planning functions for a
particular area. E.g. South Cambridgeshire
District Council
Cambridgeshire County Council, as the local
transport authority, is responsible for
producing the Cambridgeshire Local
Transport Plan (LTP) which seeks to
address existing transport challenges as
well the needs generated by new
development, and plan for the delivery of
new transport infrastructure, such as road
improvements.
Minor Rural Centres are identified in Policy
ST/5 of the Core Strategy DPD. These
villages are less sustainable than Rural
Centres, but which nevertheless perform a
role in terms of providing services and
facilities for a rural hinterland. Those villages
which perform this role, but are situated
close to Cambridge and Northstowe have
been discounted as the larger town centres
will be more effective at serving the
immediate rural area.
Development comprising two or more uses
as part of the same scheme (e.g. residential
and community facilities). This could apply
at a variety of scales from individual
buildings, to a street, to a new
neighbourhood or urban extension.
This document published in 2012 by the
Government sets out national planning
policies for England and the Government’s
requirements for the Planning System. The
policies in the NPPF must be taken into
account when preparing local and
neighbourhood plans.
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Natural England

Neighbourhood Plans/
Neighbourhood Development
Plan

NIAB /
NIAB2

North West Cambridge

Northstowe

Outdoor Sport (open space)

Natural England is the government’s advisor
on the natural environment.
Natural England works with farmers and
land managers; business and industry;
planners and developers; national, regional
and local government; interest groups and
local communities to help them improve
their local environment.
A Plan prepared by a Parish Council or
neighbourhood forum for a particular
neighbourhood area. They must be
consistent with the strategic policies in the
current Local Development Framework and,
when adopted, the new Local Plan.
Land in north west Cambridge, between
Huntingdon Road and Histon Road,
allocated for mixed-use development. The
land is part of the National Institute for
Agricultural Botany hence NIAB. The land
within Cambridge City Council’s boundary is
known as NIAB and an extension which lies
within South Cambridgeshire as NIAB2.
Land between Madingley Road and
Huntingdon Road, allocated for
predominantly University uses.
Development in this area is subject to
policies in the North West Cambridge Area
Action Plan.
A planned new town of 9,500 dwellings and
a range of employment, shops and
community uses, located close to
Longstanton and Oakington. Development
in this area is subject to policies in the
Northstowe Area Action Plan.
Facilities such as grass pitches for a range
of sports, bowling greens, tennis courts,
athletics tracks and multi-use games areas
plus ancillary facilities such as car park,
changing and storage. Water can only be
included if it is in the form of a formal water
sports lake with associated facilities and car
park.
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Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004

Planning condition

Planning obligation

Previously developed land

Proposals Map
PVAA

Protected Village Amenity
Area

Updates elements of the 1990 Town &
Country Planning Act. The Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduces
a statutory system for regional planning, a
new system for local planning, reforms to
the development control and compulsory
purchase and compensation systems and
the removal of crown immunity from
planning controls.
A condition imposed on a grant of planning
permission (in accordance with the Town
and Country Planning Act 1990) or a
condition included in a Local Development
Order or Neighbourhood Development
Order. (Source NPPF)
A legally enforceable obligation entered into
under section 106 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 to mitigate the impacts of
a development proposal. (Source NPPF)
Land which is or was occupied by a
permanent structure, including the curtilage
of the developed land (although it should not
be assumed that the whole of the curtilage
should be developed) and any associated
fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes:
land that is or has been occupied by
agricultural or forestry buildings; land that
has been developed for minerals extraction
or waste disposal by landfill purposes where
provision for restoration has been made
through development control procedures;
land in built-up areas such as private
residential gardens, parks, recreation
grounds and allotments; and land that was
previously-developed but where the remains
of the permanent structure or fixed surface
structure have blended into the landscape in
the process of time. (Source NPPF)
Alternative term for such land is brownfield
land.
Map, which forms part of the Local Plan
showing all designations and site allocations
Open land protected for its contribution to
the character of the village
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Regional planning

Retail Floorspace (Gross)
Rural Centre

S106

Section 106

Sustainable Development

SAM

Scheduled Monument /
Scheduled Ancient
Monument

Regional Planning Bodies used to have a
duty to produce a Regional Special Strategy
for how a region should look in 15 -20 years’
time. Regional Planning Bodies were been
disbanded on 31 March 2010. Regional
strategies remain part of the development
plan until they are abolished by Order using
powers taken in the Localism Act. It is the
government’s clear policy intention to revoke
the regional strategies outside of London,
subject to the outcome of the environmental
assessments that are currently being
undertaken.
Total floor area within buildings.
Rural Centres are identified in Policy ST/4 of
the Core Strategy DPD. They are the larger
more sustainable villages which generally
have a population of at least 3,000 and have
good access to a secondary school,
employment opportunities, contain a primary
school, food shops (including a small
supermarket), post office, surgery and have
good public transport services to Cambridge
or a market town.
Planning agreements that secure
contributions (in cash or in kind) to the
infrastructure and services necessary to
facilitate proposed developments. Planning
obligations are normally secured under
Section 106 of the Town & Country Planning
Act 1990.
Development that meets the needs of the
present, without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs
Archaeological sites, buried deposits or
structures of national importance by virtue of
their historic, architectural, traditional or
archaeological interest. The Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and Sport
schedules them under the National Heritage
Act 1983.
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Setting of a heritage asset

Strategic Environmental
Assessment

SHLAA

Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment

SA

Sustainability Appraisal

The surroundings in which a heritage asset
is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and
may change as the asset and its
surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting
may make a positive or negative
contribution to the significance of an asset,
may affect the ability to appreciate that
significance or may be neutral. (Source
NPPF)
A procedure (set out in the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004) which requires the formal
environmental assessment of certain plans
and programmes which are likely to have
significant effects on the environment.
(Source NPPF)
This document assesses the amount of land
that might be available for new housing in
the city over the next 20 years. The SHLAA
identifies sites which may have potential for
new housing, estimates approximately how
many homes could be built on these sites
and suggests a time frame for when these
sites could be come available. It is a
technical document which forms part of the
evidence base supporting the review of the
Local Plan and has been prepared in
accordance with national and best practice
guidance.
The purpose of this document is to appraise
the social, environmental and economic
effects of a plan from the outset to help
ensure that decisions made will contribute to
achieving sustainable development. The
sustainability appraisal is integral to the plan
making process. It should perform a key
role in providing a sound evidence base for
the plan and form an integrated part of the
plan preparation process. The sustainability
appraisal should inform the decision making
process to facilitate the evaluation of
alternatives. It should also help
demonstrate that the plan is the most
appropriate given the reasonable
alternatives.
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Sustainable transport modes

Trumpington Meadows

Use Classes

B1(a)
B1(b)

Use Class B1(a)
Use Class B1(b)

B1(c)
B2
B8

Use Class B1(c)
Use Class B2
Use Class B8
Village Framework
(sometimes referred to as
Development Frameworks)
Windfall

Any efficient, safe and accessible means of
transport with overall low impact on the
environment, including walking and cycling,
low and ultra low emission vehicles, car
sharing and public transport. (Source
NPPF)
Development on the southern fringe of
Cambridge, within South Cambridgeshire, to
the south of Trumpington
The Town and Country Planning (Use
Classes) Order 1987 (as amended) puts
uses of land and buildings into various
categories known as 'Use Classes'.
An office
High technology / Research and
Development
Light Industry
General Industry
Wholesale warehouse, distribution centres
and repositories
Line on the Proposals Map that defines the
built-up areas of settlements for planning
purposes
Sites which have not been specifically
identified as available in the Local Plan
process. They normally comprise
previously-developed sites that have
unexpectedly become available. (Source
NPPF)
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